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Officials have ramped up 
their efforts to locate any 
new arrivals from Myanmar 

who may have arrived on the island 
without passing any COVID-19 
checks on entering the country. The 
crackdown comes amid fears that 
new arrivals from Myanmar may be 
infected, and start a second wave of 
infections in Phuket.

The move follows a Myanmar 
woman being found in Phuket last 
week after avoiding a COVID-19 

test in Phang Nga, north of Phuket.
The woman had admitted to 

health officers in Phang Nga that she 
had entered Thailand illegally three 
months ago, and had been working 
at a local market in Phuket.

Vice Governor Phichet declined to 
reveal at which market in Phuket the 
Myanmar woman had been working, 
or where officers in Phuket had taken 
her into custody a full day after she 
had arrived.

“After hearing the news of the 
woman, the investigation team of 
the Phuket Provincial Public Health 
Office launched a search and found 

the woman on Dec 2, and took her 
to Vachira Phuket Hospital on Dec 3.

“The woman was a Myanmar 
worker who illegally entered Thailand 
three months ago. She also worked 
at a local market in Phuket,” he said, 
confirming an initial report by offi-
cials from the Phang Nga Provincial 
Public Health Office.

“Health officials checked her 
temperature and tested the Myanmar 
woman at Vachira Phuket Hospital, 
and the result shows that she has not 
been infected by COVID-19,” V/Gov 
Phichet said.

“Next she will remain in quar-

antine at a government hospital for 
14 days, according to Department 
of Disease Control requirements,” 
he added.

The announcement was made in 
order to calm fears on the island that 
the woman is infected with the virus, 
V/Gov Phichet explained.

“I share this statement to help 
relieve people’s fears in Phuket and 
please do not panic,” he said.

“At this time, Phuket Province has 
set measures to find any immigrants 
from neighboring countries who 
illegally pass a disease-scanning 
process so that we can prevent the...

OFFICIALS TARGET ARRIVALS FROM MYANMAR 
AS FEARS OF COVID SPREAD RISE
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Police at the Phuket Check Point, the only entry by 
road onto Phuket, check Myanmar nationals for 
any new arrivals from their home country looking to 
land on the island. Photo: Phuket Provincial Police
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really mean?



THEPHUKETNEWS.COM  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2020

thephuketnews

PHUKET NEWS2

Newsexeceditor@classactmedia.co.th

Fishing nets 
cleared from 
corals > p5

The Myanmar woman was found in Phuket on Dec 3. Photo: Phuket 
Immigration.

Officials target Myanmar workers
Continued from page 1
...spread of COVID-19.”

However, by that time the wom-
an’s arrival in Phuket unchecked had 
raised serious concerns about the 
current protection measures in place. 
She had fled Takua Pa Hospital in 
Phang Nga, boarded a bus to Phuket 
and disembarked near the Phuket 
Technology College in Thalang at 
about 9am on Dec 2.

That information was released 
by Phang Nga health officials, not 
officials in Phuket.

The woman’s arrival also oc-
curred despite Phuket Provincial 
Police Commander Maj Gen Pornsak 
Nuannoo telling The Phuket News 
on Monday (Dec 7) that his offic-
ers had ramped up their efforts to 
check all Myanmar nationals at the 
Phuket Check Point to ensure they 
were fully legal.

Maj Gen Pornsak said his officers 
had increased their checks since Dec 
1, the day that Phuket Vice Governor 
Phichet first gave the order for of-
ficials to ramp up their efforts.

In handing down the order on 
Dec 1, V/Gov Phichet clearly ex-
plained that the provincial order 
followed a direct order from Prime 
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha for all 
provinces to increase virus protec-
tion measures, especially for new 
arrivals from Myanmar.

That order from PM Prayut came 
in response to three Thai women 
returning from Taichileik in Myan-
mar, two to Chiang Mai and one to 

Chiang Rai, testing positive for the 
virus once back in Thailand, spark-
ing fears of an outbreak throughout 
the north.

Fears of local transmissions spi-
ralled after one of the women had 
flown on a local flight to Bangkok 
and another had attended a festival 
in Pichit, where thousands had joined 
the festivities.

As of Monday, 17 people had been 
confirmed as COVID positive after 
coming in contact with the women, 
with fears raised of contact with 
any of dozens of other Thais who 
had returned from Tachileik, now 
known to be a COVID-19 hot spot 
in Myanmar.

Maj Gen Pornsak also admitted 
that as of Monday there were still no 
health officers at the Phuket Check 

Point to conduct any tests on Myan-
mar nationals arriving on the island.

“I am waiting for the Phuket 
Governor to order health officials to 
cooperate [sic] and have the correct 
equipment [assigned] to scan migrants 
entering at the Phuket Check Point 
in Tha Chatchai,” he said.

“I don’t know when the Phuket 
Governor will order this. I hope it 
is soon,” he added.

Maj Gen Pornsak also admitted 
that the Myanmar woman passing 
through the checkpoint unchecked 
was a ‘shortcoming’ of police sta-
tioned at the checkpoint. “We are 
working the best we can,” he said.

Phuket Public Health Office 
(PPHO) Chief Dr Thanit Sermkaew 
explained to The Phuket News on 
Monday that having no health offic-

ers stationed full time at the Phuket 
Check Point was intentional.

“Health officers will respond im-
mediately if any officers there report 
a suspicious case. While the health 
official is on the way to the scene, 
officers already there can control 
the situation,” he said.

“I want people to be confident in 
health officials’ procedures, which 
have been prepared to deal with 
cases of returnees and to prevent 
a second wave of COVID-19. We 
have experience and a working plan 
already,” Dr Thanit said.

Meanwhile, officers from the 
Phuket Provincial Employment Of-
fice have been conducting checks of 
Myanmar workers across the island, 
to confirm they are COVID-free 
and to check for illegal migrant 
workers – again, in accordance with 
the order handed down by V/Gov 
Phichet on Dec 1.

“Phuket has about 59,000 mi-
grant workers, especially Myanmar 
nationals, which comprise about 
80% of all the migrant workers in 
the province,” V/Gov Phichet said.

“I want local officials to inten-
sively keep eyes on Myanmar work-
ers in Phuket and search for illegal 
workers,” he added.

“Officers from the Phuket Public 
Health Office must coordinate with 
other relevant officers to check work-
ers in entertainment venues and other 
workplaces,” V/Gov Phichet noted.

PPEO Chief Santi Nantasuwan 
told The Phuket News on Monday 

A PICKUP TRUCK HIT  
a power pole on Thepkrasattri 
Rd northbound in Srisoonthorn 
last Saturday morning (Dec 
5), causing a major power 
outage in the area.

Lt Col Thada Sodarak was 
called to the scene, in front of 
the Watchara Marine & Motor 

Sport Center, at 5:30am. 
Police together with an am-

bulance from Mission Phuket 
Hospital rushed to the scene to 
find a black Phuket-registered 
Ford Ranger pickup truck with 
heavy damage.

The power pole itself had 
been broken and was leaning 

onto the showroom roof.
The pickup driver, named 

by police only as “Mr Nat”, 
escaped with only minor inju-
ries as airbags in the cab had 
deployed on impact.

Mr Nat told police that he 
was returning home after fin-
ishing work in Wichit when he 

fell asleep at the wheel and hit 
the power pole. 

“At this stage, police have 
not decided what charge Mr Nat 
will face,” Lt Col Thada told The 
Phuket News’ Thai-language 
sister newspaper Khao Phuket. 

Accident insurance will pay 
for the damage to property, he 
confirmed.

The power pole being 
brought down caused a power 
surge along electrical cables, 
affecting power supply up to 
some two kilometres away.

The surge caused one cable 
connection some 2.2km away 
to explode, which sent a live 
cable dangling to the ground 
and setting on fire a white 
Bangkok-registered Nissan 
March parked by the side of 
Thepkrasattri Rd.

Firefighters from the Koh 
Kaew Tambon Administration 
Organisation (OrBorTor) were 
soon on the scene to extinguish 
the fire, which had damaged 
only the back rear left corner 
of the car.

Pickup truck hits power pole, causes power outage

Phuket Electricity Author-
ity (PEA) officer Worrawit 
Sinlalap explained that the 
pickup truck colliding with 
the power pole had caused a 
‘Trip Lockout’, causing the 
power surge.

The cable connection 
blown loose by the power 
surge was old and needed 
replacing, he added.

PEA workers had begun 
replacing the damaged power 
lines and couplings, meaning 
power supply had to remain 

offline until workers had safely 
conducted the repairs.

“The power outage will af-
fect the areas along the north-
bound side of Thepkrasattri 
Rd in Baan Sapam and Baan 
Tha Ruea,” the PEA said in its 
announcement last Saturday.

Power supply was expected 
to be returned by 1pm, the 
PEA noted, though reports 
from residents in the area 
noted that the power outage 
lasted into the night. 

Eakkapop Thongtub

that his officers had launched their 
campaign to check Myanmar work-
ers on the island, noting that last 
Friday alone his officers checked 
39 Myanmar workers at nine work-
places, which included restaurants 
and retail shops.

“Most of them actually live and 
stay in Phuket. They have not left 
the country since the COVID-19 
outbreak began,” he added.

In line with an order from Phuket 
Governor Narong Woonciew issued 
last Friday, the PPEO had met with 
some 100 employers and “urged” 
them to report any illegal migrant 
workers they are aware of, Mr Santi 
confirmed.

“They all raised their hands to 
show their full cooperation to pre-
vent COVID-19 from spreading in 
Phuket,” he said.

“We knew people are scared 
because of the news. Please do not 
be worried because we are doing 
our job as we are cooperating with 
employers, health officials and im-
migration officials already.”

Mr Santi made no mention of 
what legal ramifications awaited any 
employers found illegally hiring a 
migrant worker.

However, Phuket health chief Dr 
Thanit said he was confident that the 
Myanmar community itself would 
report any illegal new arrivals.

“Remember, we must be confi-
dent in this process and be united 
to protect Phuket from COVID-19,” 
he said.

The pickup driver told police that he was 
driving home from work when he fell asleep 
at the wheel. Photo: Eakkapop Thongtub
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B4bn medical centre gets land
The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

The Treasury Department has 
officially handed over more 
than 141 rai in Mai Khao, at 

the northern end of Phuket, to the 
Ministry of Public Health so that an 
“International Medical Centre” can 
be built at the site.

Deputy Prime Minister Prawit 
Wongsuwan presided over the cer-
emony, held on Dec 3 at the Ministry 
of Finance headquarters in Bangkok. 
Also present to receive the land were 
Public Health Deputy Minister Dr 
Satit Pituthecha and Public Health 
Permanent Secretary Dr Kiattaphum 
Wongrajit.

Deputy PM Prawit said that the 
government had accorded impor-
tance to providing healthcare to 
the people of Phuket and its visitors 
from around the world, noting that 
Phuket has long been an important 
tourism destination in Thailand, but 
one that was recently impacted by 
the spread of COVID-19.

Development of the new plot 
should help rebuild confidence in 
the province, as well as Thailand’s 
health system, he added.

The land, in total 141-2-64 rai 
(141 rai 2 ngan 64 talang wah) is to 
be developed into a medical service 
centre aimed at elevating health 
tourism to Phuket as part of plans 
to turn the island into a medical 

destination post COVID-19.
Part of the plot has also been 

entrusted to Vachira Phuket Hospital 
for the creation of international-
standard facilities for the treatment 
of the elderly, heart conditions and 
physical therapies covered under 
the national economic and social 
rehabilitation policy. It is believed 
that use of the land by the Ministry 
of Public Health will bring consider-
able economic benefits.

With Vachira Hospital Phuket 
Director Chalermong Sukontapol 
present at the ceremony, it was ex-
plained that the aim was for Vachira 

Hospital to establish a medical and 
public health service centre with 
comprehensive international-level 
services. called the ‘International 
Health Plaza’.

The development is also to in-
clude an International Geriatric Care 
Center (“Premium Long Term Care”), 
a Hospice Care Center, a ‘Jai Rak 
Center’ for heart conditions and the 
establishment of a comprehensive 
physical rehabilitation centre.

Deputy Health Minister Dr Satit 
said the Ministry of Public Health was 
working with the Phuket Government 
to create a project to "Enhance Phuket 

Health Tourism” under the policy 
framework for the economic and 
social rehabilitation of the country.

“The aim is to stimulate the 
economic value of Phuket and the 
country by providing local residents 
and tourists with access to standard-
ised health services and providing a 
full range of services to community 
enterprises to sell local products and 
services,” Dr Satit said.

“People in the area will enjoy 
greater employment and this in turn 
will distribute income throughout 
the community. This can serve as 
a model for health tourism to other 

Deputy PM Prawit is shown the layout of the land handed over for the ‘International Health Plaza’ to be 
built in Mai Khao. Photo: Ministry of Finance

HUNDREDS OF LOCAL 
residents gathered at Saphan 
Hin Park last Saturday (Dec 
5), the national day com-
memorating the birthday 
of the late King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej (Rama 9), in a 
show of support to “protect 
the monarchy”.

About 200 people who 
identified themselves as 
from two groups, “Phuket 
protectors of the throne” 
and “Phuket pro-monarchy 
club", gathered at the park, 
on the outskirts of Phuket 
Town, at about 6pm.

The gathering in Phuket 
was just one of many or-
ganised by  local provincial 
governments in provinces 
throughout the country.

At Saphan Hin, several 
local key people delivered 
speeches about the achieve-
ments of King Bhumibol on 
a stage set up at the park. 
Among the speakers was 
Narong Chuenniran, former 
Director of the Phuket office 
of the national government 
television broadcaster Na-
tional Broadcasting Services 
of Thailand (NBT).

The speeches focussed 
on people’s appreciation of 
King Bhumibol’s achieve-

ments during his 70-year 
reign. “I want every Thai 
person to love the monar-
chy and each other,” Mr 
Narong said.

After the speeches had 
concluded, the supporters 
held a candle-lit ceremony 
to pledge an oath to protect 
the monarchy, and then sang 
the royal anthem.

The supporters disband-
ed peacefully and left the 
site at 7pm.

Officers from the Phuket 
City Police were present 
throughout the gathering.

The pro-royal event in 
Phuket came as thousands of 
yellow-clad people gathered 

at Sanam Luang in Bangkok 
last Saturday night to greet 
Their Majesties the King and 
the Queen and light candles 
to mark the birthday of late 
HM King Bhumibol, also 
commemorated in Thailand 
as Father’s Day.

It marked the first time 
Their Majesties presided 
over the annual ceremony 
and joined Thais in lighting 
candles for the occasion. 

The ceremony was one of 
the biggest shows of support 
for the monarchy since pro-
tests, some of them calling 
for reform of the institution, 
began gathering pace in July. 

Eakkapop Thongtub

The event was held peacefully at Saphan Hin last 
Saturday night (Dec 5). Photo: Eakkapop Thongtub

Royalists gather at Saphan Hin

regions,” Dr Stait added.
Dr Satit explained that the project 

had been passed a public hearing 
and subjected to a feasibility study, 
and presented to the Cabinet during 
the mobile meeting held in Phuket 
on Nov 3.

The Cabinet approved the pro-
ject to support quality tourism and 
instructed the Ministry of Public 
Health to include the project in its 
annual action plan. The Office of 
the National Economic and Social 
Development Council (NESDC) was 
instructed to support the budget for 
further action, Dr Satit added.

“It will take two years to con-
struct. Phase 2 of the project will 
include the establishment of the 
southern branch of Bamrasnara-
dura Institute to create a Cancer 
Radiotherapy Centre and Tropical 
Medicine Centre. This will make 
high-tech services more accessible 
to people in the area,” he added.

While officials are assuring the 
project was properly pushed forward 
through the legally required public 
hearing process, after months of 
silence the news finally broke in 
June that plans were officially going 
ahead to build the centre.

While not reported last week, 
it was reported in October that the 
Treasury Department together with 
the Public Health Ministry have 
vowed to splurge as much as B4 
billion to develop the centre.
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ADVERTORIAL

THAI AIRWAYS WILL RESUME 
domestic flights between Bangkok 
and Chiang Mai and Bangkok and 
Phuket from Dec 25 after suspend-
ing them for almost nine months 
because of COVID-19.

The last time the national car-
rier flew from the capital to the 
two resort provinces was April 1.

There will be three flights a 
week – on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays – on both routes and the 
new schedules will run until Feb 
28, the source said.

He added that the flights would 
operate with the wide-bodied Boe-
ing 777-200ER aircraft, with a full 
onboard service on offer and miles 
being earned by Royal Orchid Plus 
members.

The resumption of domestic 
f lights follows the airline’s an-
nouncement last month that it 
would be relaunching scheduled 
international flights from Jan 1 to 
March 27.

It will fly one flight every Fri-
day to Frankfurt and London, and 
a Sunday f light to Copenhagen 
and Sydney. THAI will also fly 
one Wednesday flight to Seoul, a 
Thursday flight to Manila, one to 
Taipei on Fridays and one to Osaka 
on Saturdays.

Bangkok-Tokyo flights will be 
available three times a week - on 
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday 
- while the Bangkok-Hong Kong 
flights will be available every day.

The airline is seeking to make up 

losses worth more than B300 billion 
in the Central Bankruptcy Court.

Meanwhile, Somdet Susomboon, 
director-general of the Department 
of International Trade Promotion, 
says THAI will support exporting 
Thai fruit and vegetables to Asia 
and Europe until the end of next 
year under an agreement between 
the Commerce Ministry, the Agri-
culture and Cooperative Ministry 
and the Transport Ministry.

Mr Somdet said the major mar-
kets for Thai produce were Hong 
Kong, South Korea, Japan and 
Europe.

Elsewhere, Pattaya mayor Son-
thaya Khunpluem said the seaside 
town’s Fireworks Festival on Nov 
27-28 was a huge success, attracting 
between 100,000-200,000 visitors a 
day, boosting local tourism and result-
ing in 100% hotel occupancy rate.

Mr Sonthaya estimated that 
during the two-day festival, about 
B2,000 was spent by each person 
per day, generating more than B400 
million.                   Bangkok Post

THAI reveals new flights from Xmas

Blue Horizon Developments adds three more awards 
to its impressive showcase of achievements

Fol low i ng  i t s  w i n 
la s t  month  a t  t he 
FIABCI-Thai PRIX 

D’EXCELLENCE Award, 
Phuket’s most-decorated prop-
erty developer Blue Horizon 
Developments bagged more 
awards at the Asia Pacific 
Enterprise Awards, which took 
place on 20 November 2020. 
The company, founded by the 
serial entrepreneur Andres 
Pira, won awards in three of 
the four award categories, 
namely the Master Entrepre-
neur Category, Inspirational 
Brand Category, and Corporate 
Excellence Category.

Launched in 2007, the Asia 
Pacific Enterprise Awards 
are the region’s most-coveted 
awards for exceptional en-

THE CENTRE FOR ECONOMIC 
Situation Administration (CESA) has 
announced that special domestic travel 
campaigns will be launched to help 
stimulate weekday traveling to Phuket 
and other tourism-dependent provinces 
to help local tourism business operators.

CESA Secretary Danucha Pitchanan 
made the announcement at a press 
conference in Bangkok after the CESA 
meeting on Dec 2, reported state-owned 
Thai News Agency (TNA).

Also present at the press conference 
were Tourism Authority of Thailand 
(TAT) Governor Yuthasak Supasorn 
and Pornchai Theerawet of the Minis-
try of Finance’s Fiscal Policy Office.

Mr Danucha explained that the 
CESA was concerned about Phuket 
and other tourism-dependent provinces.

“We will create campaigns to en-
courage people to travel from Sunday 
through Thursday,” Mr Danucha said.

“We will also create financial 
measures for business operators,” 
he assured.

“We will attract foreign tourists 
to Phuket and encourage organisers 
to hold events in Phuket, Phang Nga 
and Krabi,” Mr Danucha added.

“And we will take steps to encour-
age foreigners who have Thai wives 
and have property in Thailand to 
come back to the country as soon as 
possible,” he said.

TAT Governor Mr Yuthasak ex-
plained that overall Thailand tourism 
had improved “by about 34%”. His 
agency estimates that in total 15.57 
million Thais had travelled within the 

trepreneurship, continuous 
innovation and sustainable 
leadership. The awards offer 
a platform for businesses and 
governments to recognise 
entrepreneurial excellence, 

country in the two months October 
through November. 

“We expect that about 4 million 
Thai people will travel [domestically] 
in December,” he said.

“For the ‘We Travel Together’ 
campaign, we will increase the gov-
ernment subsidy to up to 40% for 
each participant, but not more than 
B3,000 per person, especially for trips 
to Phuket, Krabi, Phang Nga, Krabi, 
Surat Thani, Songkhla, Chiang Mai, 
and Chiang Rai,” he added.

“Officers and state enterprise em-
ployees will be allowed to have two free 
days off without the days being counted 
as a leave,” Mr Yuthasak explained.

“The TAT will also create an ‘elderly 
tourism campaign’ for those 55 years 
old or older to have three-day trips. 
The government will support 40% of 
the transport cost up to B5,000 per 
person. This privilege will be allowed 
only once per person,” he said. 

Mr Pornchai of the Fiscal Policy 
Office also announced that a second 
registration period for people to join 
the Khon La Kreung government 50-50 
‘co-payment’ stimulus scheme will open 
for a further 5 million people to join the 
campaign, with the limit increased to 
B3,500 per person. The Phuket News

spurring greater innovation, 
fair business practices and 
growth in entrepreneurship.

However,  due to the  
COVID-19 pandemic this year, 
the Asia Pacific Enterprise 

Awards took place virtually 
with the theme ‘Accelerating 
Growth Beyond Borders’, 
whose objective is to unlock 
boundaries and shift busi-
nesses to move beyond adap-
tion and lead with impact. 
Distinguished business lead-
ers and organisations across 
14 countries and markets 
were in attendance, creat-
ing an unparalleled platform 
that fosters the continuity of 
sustainable entrepreneurial 
growth in Asia.

Blue Horizon Develop-
ments was among the one-
tenth of over 3,000 nominees 
to win an award at the Asia 
Pacific Enterprise Awards this 
year. “If we had to condense 
our company’s persona into 
one word, it would unques-
tionably be excellence,” says 
Founder & CEO Andres Pira. 

“In fact, at Blue Horizon De-
velopments, we are constantly 
on the lookout for novel ideas 
in a bid to out-do ourselves. 
It’s a great feeling to be recog-
nised in the form of awards for 
our excellence, which further 
inspires us to strive harder for 
more great things.”

Blue Horizon Develop-
ments has also received awards 
from many other awarding 
bodies, including Dot Property 
Group, Asia Pacific Property 
Awards and Thailand Property 
Awards, to name a few.

Blue Horizon Develop-
ments has more development 
projects in the pipeline that are 
set to launch in the first quarter 
of 2021. The company is con-
fident that its newer projects 
will receive the same level 
of international recognition 
as its existing ones.

Photo: TNAThai Airways will resume domestic 
flights between Bangkok and 
Chiang Mai and Bangkok and 
Phuket from Dec 25. Photo: 
Bangkok Post file.

Representatives of Blue Horizon Developments (Bluehorizon-
thailand.com) receiving the prestigious award.

Special domestic travel campaigns for 
Phuket, tourism provinces to be launched
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More than 200 kilo-
grams of fishing 
nets were collected 

from Shark Point, also called 
Hin Musang, off Koh Yao Yai, 
east of Phuket, in an under-
water drive cleanup by Thais 
and foreigners last week.

The discarded fishing nets 
were cleared by five officers 
and 15 volunteer divers from 
Phuket – 10 Thais and five for-
eigners – Prajuab Mokaratana, 
Chief of the Marine Resources 
Division of the Region 6 office, 
told The Phuket News. 

“We were informed by 
our volunteers that there were 
some fishing nets stuck with 
the wreck of the sunken King 
Cruiser boat, which has be-
come a popular dive attraction 
close to Hin Musang. The nets 
were dangerous and damaging 
for corals and other marine 
life,” he said. 

The operation, held on 
Dec 1, took about 45 minutes 
to bring the fishing nets up to 
surface and brought on board 
the boat used in the cleanup, 
Mr Prajuab said.

“One of the fishing nets 
collected in the cleanup was 
about 150 metres long,” he 
added. 

Mr Prajuab urged fisher-
men and the general public to 
be careful about what waste 
they discard that ends up in 
the sea.

“To every person, not 

only fishermen, please do 
not leave your nets or other 
waste left so it ends up in the 
sea, especially plastic bags. 
We find a lot of these in the 
bodies of marine animals,” 
he said. 

“Plastic bags are difficult 
to decompose, and they harm 
the digestive system of turtles, 

whales and dolphins,” he said.
“Also, fishermen should 

not be anywhere near coral 
reefs,” he added.

“If anyone sees fishermen 
or tour boats leaving trash in 
the sea, please inform us by 
calling 076-679130 so that we 
can go to investigate and pun-
ish them,” Mr Prajuab said.

Rice and other daily necessities were handed out to families 
in need yesterday (Dec 4). Photo: CSR Phuket Center

Thai Sikhs step up 
for Phuket’s hungry
A DELEGATION REPRE-
senting the Sikh community 
in Thailand last week donated 
two tons of rice to be distrib-
uted to families in Phuket 
suffering severe financial 
hardship during the ongoing 
economic crisis.

In total, 400 bags of rice 
were handed over at a small 
official event at Phuket Pro-
vincial Hall last Friday (Dec 
4) led by Lertchai Srikureja, 
joined by other Thai Sikhs 
from Bangkok.

Present to receive the rice 
were Phuket Governor Narong 
Woonciew along with his wife 
Mrs Wandee Woonciew, who 
serves as President of the Thai 
Red Cross chapter in Phuket.

Also present were So-
phon Thongsai, Chief of the 
Phuket Provincial Office of 
the Department of Disaster 

Prevention and Mitigation 
(DDPM), Tida Boonrat, Chief 
of the Phuket Provincial Office 
of the Comptroller-General, 
officials from the Phuket of-
fice of the Ministry of Social 
Development and Human 
Security Office and volunteers 
from the SOS Foundation 
Phuket chapter.

After the ceremony, the 
delegation of Thai-Sikhs 
joined government officers 
from the CSR Phuket Center 
under the Phuket Social De-
velopment and Human Securi-
ty Office and SOS Foundation 
volunteers in delivering some 
of the donated rice and other 
daily necessities to homes of 
families of the disabled, the 
elderly and those in difficult 
conditions in Phuket Town 
and Koh Kaew. 

The Phuket News 

PHUKET PROVINCIAL POLICE COM-
mander Maj Gen Pornsak Nuannoo has 
delivered a warning to drug networks on the 
island that police are coming for them. The 
warning came as he announced the arrest 
of four suspects in raids that netted 24,481 
methamphetamine (ya bah) pills, 4.243kg of 
crystal meth (ya ice) as well as two handguns 
and 54 rounds of ammunition.

Police are also investigating the suspects 
bank accounts, Maj Gen Pornsak told a press 
conference at Thalang Police Station on Dec 1.

Present for the press conference were 
Provincial Police Deputy Chief Col Sermphan 
Sirikong, Thalang Police Chief Col Amnart 
Kalong and Thalang Police Deputy Chief Lt 
Col Krissana Channit.

Gen Pornsak explained that drug suspect 
Haris Pakdee, 40, a local resident of Tambon 
Thepkasattri, was arrested at a room at the 
Sunisa Resort at about 2pm on Nov 29.

He was wanted for selling drugs to teen-
agers in Baan Prusomparn in Tambon Thep-
krsattri and nearby areas.

In conducting the raid, police seized 6,996 
ya bah pills, 1.736 kg of ya ice, a “Thai Pradit” 
homemade gun and six .38-calibre bullets.

Haris was charged with possession of a 
Category 1 drug with intent to sell, possession 
of an illegal firearm and ammunition.

From questioning Haris, police then ar-
rested Ratnimon Jaikong at a room in Soi 7 
Bangmalao in Sakhu. Seized as evidence in 
that raid were 16,315 ya bah pills and 1.88kg 
of ya ice.

Ms Ratnimon was charged with possession 
of a Category 1 drug with intent to sell, Gen 
Pornsak explained.

Further investigation led police to arrest 

Benjarong Thin-kohyao at a house in Moo 3 
Pa Khlok, where he was found with 575.73g 
of ya ice, 770 ya bah pills and 36 bullets (size 
not specified), Gen Pornsak said.

Benjarong was charged with possession 
of a Category 1 drug with intent to sell and 
illegal possession of ammunition.

Further questioning of Benjarong led to 
the arrest of Panudet Karim at a house in Moo 
6 Pa Khlok, Gen Pornsak added.

In that raid police seized 51.5g of ya ice, 
400 ya bah pills and a .38-calibre firearm 
with 12 bullets, he said.

 Panudet was charged with possession of 
a Category 1 drug with intent to sell and pos-
session of an illegal firearm and ammunition.

“From our investigation, we learned that 
Ms Ratnimon   would pick up the drugs in 
Bangkok and bring them back to Phuket by 
bus and hand them over to the drug network 
in Thalang,” Gen Pornsak said.

“It is important to expand the investigation 
to discover all persons in the drug network so 
that ultimately all of them will be prosecuted,” 
he added.

“Officers are also in the process of audit-
ing the bank accounts for seizure,” he said.

Eakkapop Thongtub

The arrests netted more than 24,000 meth 
pills, more than four kilos of crystal meth and 
two handguns. Photo: Eakkapop Thongtub

Phuket police bust island drug network

The underwater cleanup cleared 
more than 200kg from the popular 
Shark Point reef. Photo: DMCR

200kg of discarded nets 
cleared from coral reef
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A BAN ON ONLI NE 
sales of alcoholic beverages 
came into effect on Monday 
(Dec 7), with violators 
liable to fines and prison 
terms.

Dr Niphon Chinanon-
wet, director of the Office 
of the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Committee, 
said last Friday that the 
prohibition, issued by the 
Prime Minister’s Office, 
was a response to increas-
ing online sales of alcoholic 
beverages by both small and 
large vendors, reported the 
Bangkok Post.

The regulation was not 
intended to block adver-

tising channels of small 
vendors.

It was aimed at tackling 
direct invitations for con-
sumers to buy alcoholic 
beverages through online 
social media, such as web-
sites, Facebook and the Line 
app, he said.

The regulation would not 
affect sales at shops where 
consumers make electronic 
payments, he said.

Pol Col Siriwat Deepor, 
deputy spokesman of the 
Royal Thai Police Office, 
said offenders would be 
liable to up to six months 
in prison and/or a fine of up 
to B10,000. Bangkok Post

Members of Alcohol Watch at the Public Health 
Ministry in June, demanding a ban on online sales of 
alcoholic drinks. There was no guarantee that people 
ordering the drinks were not minors, they said.

Online liquor sales banned

The Phuket News
editor@classactmedia.co.th

Phuket and Krabi have 
finally been added to 
the national govern-

ment’s campaigns to encourage 
tourists to come to Thailand to 
visit areas other than Bangkok.

The Tourism Authority 
of Thailand (TAT), in col-
laboration with Thai Airways 
International (THAI), Thai 
Hotels Association (THA) 
and Association of Thai Travel 
Agents (ATTA), has launched 
the ‘Amazing Thailand Plus’ 
offer for foreign visitors wish-
ing to enter Thailand during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

TAT Governor  Yuthasak 
Supasorn said, “The Amaz-
ing Thailand Plus offer gives 
visitors value added benefits 
while ensuring safety and 
health for both themselves 
and the Thai people. Every 
foreign traveller to Thailand 
must undergo a mandatory 
14-day quarantine and fol-
low all rules and regulations 
set by the Ministry of Public 
Health just like every Thai 
national returning home from 
overseas.”

Amazing Thailand Plus 

comes with over 400 packages, 
inclusive of special fares on 
international and domestic 
flights, rooms at government-
accredited Alternative State 
Quarantine (ASQ) hotels, and 
post-quarantine tours or trans-
fers. Accommodation options 
are available at 70 ASQ hotels 
and over other 100 hotels in 
designated destinations, said 
the TAT in announcing the 
new campaign.

“Bookings and airfares 
must be made through Thai 
Airways International by 
selecting either package A, 
B, or C. Terms and conditions 
apply,” the agency noted.

The three packages were 
described as follows:

Package A: Bangkok Extra 
offers a stay at ASQ hotels 
of one’s choice and comes 
with a complimentary post-
quarantine half-day or one-day 
city tour of Bangkok, Nakhon 
Pathom, or Ayutthaya.

Package B: Bangkok and 
Beyond (drive-in) is inclusive 
of a stay at ASQ hotels of one’s 
choice plus a complimentary 
post-quarantine transfer, up 
to B3,000, from Bangkok to 
selected hotels in Cha-Am, 
Hua Hin, Chon Buri, Khao 
Yai, and Rayong.

Package C: Bangkok and 

Phuket, Krabi now listed 
in TAT-led tourism push

Image: TAT

Beyond (fly-in) covers a stay 
at ASQ hotels of one’s choice. 
It includes an option between 
a complimentary round-trip 
domestic ticket post-quarantine 
when travelling to Chiang Mai, 
Chiang Rai, Krabi, or Phuket 
with Thai Smile Airways, 
or a B3,000 post-quarantine 
discount on a round-trip ticket 
when travelling to Koh Samui 
with Bangkok Airways.

The offers will remain 
available from December 
through March 2021, while the 
travelling period for using the 
packages is from December 
through April 2021, the TAT 
noted.
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Celebrations must adhere to health safety standards, says CCSA 
NYE countdowns approved
Bangkok Post

Despite three cases of 
local transmission, 
New Year countdown 

activities can be held as long 
as they take place under health 
safety standards, says Gen 
Nattaphon Narkphanit, head 
of the Centre for COVID-19 
Situation Administration’s 
(CCSA) panel on the easing 
of COVID-19 restrictions.

He said the panel were on 
Monday (Dec 7) to discuss 
with the Foreign Ministry 
measures to relax restric-
tions on foreigners entering 
the country, including visa 
arrangements for their travel, 
though public health safety 
will remain a primary concern. 

New Year activities includ-
ing countdowns can be held 
under strict health measures 
aimed at controlling the spread 
of COVID-19, said Gen Natta-
phon, also secretary-general of 
the National Security Council 
(NSC).

De put y  gove r n ment 
spokeswoman Traisuree Taisa-
ranakul said Prime Minister 
Prayut Chan-o-cha instructed 
state agencies to step up pre-

cautions against COVID-19, 
particularly in the northern 
provinces of Chiang Mai and 
Chiang Rai in the wake of new 
COVID-19 cases involving 
Thais sneaking back across 
the border from Myanmar’s 
Tachileik town.

T he  pr i me m i n is t e r 

stressed the need for efficient 
contact tracing to identify and 
monitor those who had come 
into contact with infected 
people to reassure revellers 
who plan for a long holiday 
weekend on Dec 10-13, as 
well as Christmas and New 
Year festivities.

vinced that COVID-19 control 
measures are efficient enough 
to detect infections and pre-
vent further transmissions. 
However, the public are urged 
not to lower their guard and to 
follow healthy safety measures 
such as wearing masks and 
washing hands regularly,” 
she said.

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Public Health Minister Anutin 
Charnvirakul and Tourism 
and Sports Minister Phiphat 
Ratchakitprakarn led senior 
officials on a visit to Chiang 
Rai on Tuesday to follow up 
on local transmission cases.

Thailand recorded 14 new 
cases of the novel coronavirus 
on Sunday, including one local 
transmission in Bangkok, for a 
total of 4,086. No new deaths 
were reported.

The CCSA said one of 
the new imported cases is 
a 26-year-old woman who 
went to Tachileik on Nov 6. 
The CCSA records show that 
she sneaked back across the 
border on Nov 27 with a male 
friend. The two stayed together 
at a hotel in Mae Sai district 
of Chiang Rai, opposite the 
Myanmar town. They also 

“The prime minister has 
given moral support to all of-
ficials who are doing their job 
to the best of their ability to 
make sure people can travel 
safely during the year-end 
festivals,” the spokeswoman 
said.

“The government is con-

visited several places in Mae 
Sai together.

The woman f lew from 
Chiang Rai to Bangkok on 
Nov 29 on THAI Smile flight 
WE137, and stayed at a hotel 
in the capital until Thursday. 
The man left Chiang Rai 
for Bangkok a day later, on 
Nov 30.

On Friday, the two went 
to the Hospital for Tropical 
Diseases in Bangkok, where 
the man tested positive for 
COVID-19. The woman re-
portedly felt ill that day, and 
returned to the hospital on 
Saturday – where she also 
tested positive for COVID-19.

Sophon Iamsirithaworn, 
director of the general com-
municable disease division, 
said five people – mostly in 
Chiang Rai – were at high risk 
of contracting the disease after 
coming into contact with her.

One was tested in Chiang 
Rai and the result was nega-
tive, he added. He said the new 
case of local transmission was 
a health worker at an alterna-
tive state quarantine facility 
at a private hospital. She had 
a fever on Thursday and a test 
on the same day was positive.

Patong Mayor Chalermluck Kebsup surveys the crowd ahead of the 2020 New Year’s 
Eve celebrations at Patong Beacha year ago. Photo: Patong Municipality

AFTER ALMOST TWO 
decades of campaigning 
against hydro-dams and 
water projects built on the 
Mekong River, local civic 
groups and conservationists 
have finally launched the 
“Mekong People’s Forum,” 
with the hope of moving 
their campaign to a policy 
level.

The forum was held on 
Dec 1-2 in Chiang Khong 
district, Chiang Rai, and 
attended by 200 people 
including local villagers, 
conservationists, journalists, 
and the US and Australian 
embassies in Bangkok.

The organiser also had 
extended an invitation to the 
China embassy in Bangkok, 
as the country also built 11 
dams on the upper stretch of 
the Mekong River, and the 
Lancang River in Chinese 
territory, although no rep-
resentative attended. 

“The Mekong People’s 
Forum will hopefully make 
campaigns move in a united 
direction and also lever-
age bargaining power with 
the authorities,” said Niwat 
Roikaew, one of the activists 
who spearheaded the found-
ing of the forum.

There are eight Thai 
provinces located by the 
Mekong River. They are 
Chiang Rai, Loei, Nong 
Khai, Bueng Kan, Muk-
dahan, Amnat Charoen, 
Nakhon Phanom and Ubon 
Ratchathani.

The resistance against 
infrastructure projects in 
the river started almost 
two decades ago when the 
Chinese government began 
blasting rapids in the upper 
Mekong River from Yun-
nan to Myanmar and Laos 
to clear the way for large 
commercial vessels.

Protest campaigns were 
started by Mr Niwat and 
another Chiang Rai con-
servationist, Somkiat Kue-
nwongsa and came in many 

forms including organising 
street protests, submitting 
petition letters, and raising 
local awareness, to system-
atic campaigns including 
filing lawsuits to the Admin-
istrative Court against the 
Thai government for buying 
power from dam projects.

“The Mekong People’s 
Forum group create a new 
platform that can put local 
people on the negotiation 
table with international 
organisations or even super 
power countries that play a 
major role in the Mekong 
Region, like the US and 
China,” said  Chayan Vad-
dhanaphuti, an anthropolo-
gist from Faculty of Social 
Sciences at Chiang Mai 
University.   Bangkok Post

Fishermen relying on the Mekong River in Muang district 
of Nakhon Phanom. Photo: Pattanapong Sripiachai

Tide turning for Mekong protesters
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O
n November 23rd, 2020 Astra-
Zeneca announced that it had 
a vaccine that is between 70 
to 90% effective, depending on 
how they administer it. This 
came shortly after Pfizer and 
Moderna both announced vac-
cines with better than 90% effi-

cacy. After 10 months of a global pandem-
ic, this is the first bit of good news and 
a sign that the world will eventually be 
able to return to a semblance of normal. 

The Thai government signed a con-
tract with AstraZeneca for the production 
of 26 million doses, which will begin 
manufacturing mid-2021 and is in talks 
to manufacture hundreds of millions of 
doses to distribute throughout Asia. 

The Unknowns
However, before you plan your vacation 
to Europe or America, understand there 
are still a lot of unknowns regarding 
the AstraZeneca vaccine 1. Does the 
vaccine actually prevent transmission 
of the virus, or does it just reduce the 
symptoms? 2. How long does immunity 
last? 3. Is it effective against additional 
strains of the virus? 4. Is the vaccine 
effective in all populations, including 
children and the elderly? 

Until we have answers to these ques-
tions, there is no way of knowing when 
we will travel again. Even after the vac-
cine begins manufacturing, healthcare 
and frontline workers will have prior-
ity, followed by those at greatest risk, 
including the elderly and those with 
preexisting conditions, which means 
it could take until the end of 2021 or 
longer to distribute it. 

5 Reasons You Should Get the Vaccine 
In a recent Gallup Poll done in the 
United States, 65% of respondents said 
they would get the COVID-19 vaccine, 
leaving 35% who will not.  While the 
vaccine isn’t mandatory, there are sev-
eral reasons you should get it when it 
becomes available next year.   

1. COVID-19 is a serious disease 
that is highly contagious. Despite what 
you may have heard, it is not just a flu 
and the mortality rate is 4 to 15 times 
higher. If you are unlucky and have a 
severe case, it can cause inflammation 
in the blood vessels and lead to perma-

nent damage to your heart, lungs, and 
even your brain. 

2. In order to reach herd immunity, 
to prevent community transmissions, 
experts estimate that we need 70% of a 
population to vaccinate. However, the 
actual number could be higher or lower 
depending on the long-term efficacy of 
the vaccines. 

3. You will probably need to vacci-
nate in order to fly on some airlines and 
to enter some countries.

4. The quicker we reach herd im-
munity, the faster the economy will 
recover.

5. The choice not to vaccinate your-
self doesn’t just affect you, but also the 
weakest and most compromised people 
around you, including friends, family 
and complete strangers. Not only are 
you putting their lives at risk, but you 
are also endangering the doctors and 
nurses who would treat you, should you 
fall ill.  

Vaccine Safety and Efficacy
Are vaccines 100% safe? The simple 
answer is no, nothing is 100% safe 
including vitamins, supplements, 
pain-killers, aspirin, anti-inflamma-
tories, antihistamines, asthma, cold 
medication, and hundreds of other over-
the-counter drugs you take regularly. 
Anytime you put a foreign substance 
into your body you have a risk of an 
allergic reaction, also known as an ad-
verse event. Vaccines are no different, 
but you have to weigh the benefits ver-
sus the actual risk. 

A 20-year study published in 
September 2020 from the Tel Aviv 
Sourasky Medical Center studied 57 
vaccines. During this time hundreds of 

millions of doses were administered and 
monitored for adverse events. While 
they occurred, they were extremely rare 
and usually involved people who were 
already immunocompromised or were 
allergic to ingredients in the vaccines. 
Daniel Shepshelovich, the lead author 
of the paper, called vaccines “remark-
ably safe”, safer than “almost any other 
modern medical intervention.” 

You can read more about vaccine re-
search and safety procedures online. 

The Original Anti-Vaxxer
Ask people why they are against vac-
cines and the story usually starts off 
with “I have a friend…” or “I saw a 
video on Facebook…” Hardly a scientific 
method of inquiry. 

Most don’t realise that their belief 
began in 1998 with a British Doc-
tor named Andrew Wakefield, who 
coauthored a paper published in the 
medical journal, The Lancet. The study 
connected the measles mumps rubella 
(MMR) vaccine with autism. However, 
in the documentary The Pathological 
Optimist, Wakefield clarifies that he 
never said that parents should stop 
vaccinating their kids. He suggested 
more studies needed to be carried out 
and that in the meantime, they should 
break the vaccine up into three parts. 
However, the study has since been 
discredited, and in 2010 the journal 
retracted it because there were several 
problems with the paper.

1. The sample size of 12 children was 
small, and nobody could ever replicate 
Wakefield’s results. 

2. The children involved were not 
randomly selected and were taken from 
a group who were already showing 
signs of autism. 

3. Wakefield had a financial stake 
in a lawsuit against vaccine companies 
at the time he published the study. In 
addition, he had filed a patent for a 
multiple dose MMR vaccine.  

4. A book by journalist Brian Deer 
called The Doctor Who Fooled The 
World further discredits Andrew 
Wakefield by detailing his financial 
conflicts of interest and noting that he 
fraudulently covered up some children’s 
medical records to make it appear as if 
the MMR vaccine gave them autism. 

5. The study blamed Thimerasol, a 
form of mercury, as the cause of autism. 
In 1999 they removed this ingredient 
from all vaccines except for a multi-dose 
flu vaccine, but a single-dose version is 
available.

6. Several comprehensive studies 
including one published in 2019 involv-

ing over 650,000 Danish children who 
received the MMR vaccine concluded, 
“The study strongly supports that MMR 
vaccination does not increase the risk 
for autism.” Another 2002 study involv-
ing 530,000 Danish children came to 
the same conclusion.   

7. Wakefield has since had his 
medical license revoked in the UK and 
according to Marketplace, a Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation documentary 
series, he now makes his living charg-
ing US$3,000 (B90,500) per speech at 
anti-vaccine gatherings.  

Other Reasons for Vaccine Hesitancy
Even though Wakefield’s findings were 
discredited, sentiment against vac-
cines has continued to rise for several 
reasons.  

1. Populism and the lack of trust 
in governments is on the rise and cor-
relates with the anti-vaccine movement 
according to Dr Jonathan Kennedy 
from Queen Mary University of London. 
However, scientific research isn’t done 
by a single country’s government. It is 
done as a global community. Because 
results need to be replicable, the com-
munity acts as a system of checks and 
balances against fraud. 

2. Mistrust in Big Pharma because 
of the opioid epidemic. This wasn’t a 
question of science being wrong. It was 
a question of CEOs, marketers and 
sales people behaving unethically to 
push a product for profits over patient 
welfare. However,  AstraZeneca and 
Johnson & Johnson have pledged to 
have a profit moratorium until the 
second half of 2021. While Pfizer and 
Moderna could make billions on their 
vaccines, the new RNA technology they 
are both using is expensive, and their 
gross profit margins are lower than 
is customary. While pharmaceutical 
companies are hardly angels, they are 
also not the evil villains that many con-
spiracy theories paint them to be. 

3. Spread of misinformation on 
social media. Facebook, Twitter and 
YouTube make money when you watch 
their videos, read their articles and 
you either click on their ads or they sell 
your data about what you are watching 
or reading. The longer you are en-
gaged, the more data they have to sell 
about you. They don’t make money by 
telling the truth and can’t be sued for 
posting false information, so nothing 
on these sites needs to be fact-checked. 
For more about how social media 
companies manipulate you, watch the 
documentary The Social Dilemma. 

4. Belief that governments and Bill 
Gates are trying to microchip us. This 
accusation actually gets a lot of atten-
tion. However, it would be a terrible 
way to track people. You can’t put a 
GPS chip into a shot. You could put 
in an RFID chip similar to what pets 
receive but these are passive systems 
which only work when you walk past a 
scanning device. The fact is, if you are 
carrying a smartphone, you can already 
be tracked, so why would the govern-
ment want to microchip you?  

The decision to vaccinate or not 
should be grounded in data and hard 
facts, not in half-truths, conspiracy 
theories and lies. You wouldn’t drive 
drunk, on the wrong side of the road, 
while texting because it’s reckless and 
inconsiderate. But you can kill far more 
people by refusing to get vaccinated.

What does a COVID-19 vaccine mean?
SUSTAINABLY YOURS

Palmer Owyoung

Photo: AFP
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T
he Phuket Swap Shop will 
return for festive giving 
and swapping at Friendship 
Beach Resort from 3pm to 
9pm this Saturday (Dec 12), 
this time with a special fo-
cus on raising much-needed 
funds for the charity-driven 

BanYa Literacy Centre and its stu-
dents in Thalang. The school now 
faces closure as its donations from 
overseas are critically affected by the 
COVID-19 crisis.

The impact has been so severe that 
without support, the St Euphrasia 
BanYa Literacy Centre (SEBLC) will 
be shut down, explains Sarha Robin-
son, co-founder of Phuket SWAPSHOP.

The Good Shepherd Charity which 
directly supports the school and its 
200-plus students, receives stocks of 
clothes and goods from communities in 
and around Phuket and from monthly 
SWAPSHOP events. Much-needed 
goods are then distributed to under-
privileged people and are also sold in 
their thrift shop in Thalang, to again 
raise money for the school, Sarha ex-
plains.

“The school and the Burmese 
community depend heavily on this 
amazing work from the hardwork-
ing Sisters at the Good Shepherd and 
the caring community, but like many 
others they are now in dire need of 
financial support for over 200-plus 
children to receive care and education 
at the centre,” she says.

Yoana Vastree Estevez, also a co-
founder of Phuket SWAPSHOP, notes, 
“Phuket’s economy is built on tourism 
and its beautiful resorts continue to 
be built by our community of Burmese 
migrant workers. The BanYa Centre 
offers hope to these kids to be edu-
cated and get a better chance at life. 

We cannot stand by and watch as the 
school is struggling to keep its doors 
open. In these difficult times we all 
have to step in and together we can 
support them and definitely make a 
difference.”

Phuket SWAPSHOP offers every-
one in the community an opportunity 
to help the school by attending the 
‘Christmas Extravaganza’ event on 
Saturday (Dec 12). People can help and 
support by donating in different ways.

“Our SWAPSHOP events are a free 
market and we love the phrase SWAP 
don’t shop, there is literally plenty to 
go around,” says Sarha. “People come 
with their pre-loved treasures from 
home and drop them off at the venue 
so that our volunteers can distribute 
all the goods on big tables for every-
one to see and take. There is no limit 
as to what you bring in and what you 
take home! We only ask that you are 
considerate of others, especially the 
charities.

“At the end of every event we al-
ways have hundreds of items left ready 
to take to the Good Shepherd to again 
be distributed among the poorer areas 
in Phuket,” she adds.

In addition to swapping and donat-
ing items, there will also be donation 
boxes available for those who do not 
bring anything to SWAP or would like 
to give a little extra to support the 
school.

“We understand that everyone is 
struggling at the moment,” says Yo-
ana. “The beauty of the SWAPSHOP 
is that you give what you can. We are 
grateful for any amount of donation, 
even a B10 coin – all the small bits 
together will create a large amount. It 
reflects our community, all individuals 
connected make a powerful and loving 
group of people.”

At the event this Saturday will be 
a performance of the BanYa children’s 
choir and a charity raffle offering 
great prizes with all proceeds going 
towards the BanYa school.

“If you think it ends here, you 
clearly haven’t been to a SWAPSHOP 
yet,” smiles Sarha. “There will be live 
music, access to the pool and beach, 
our DJ from Ibiza, a special Christ-
mas menu, massage therapy and 
an artisan market! As if that’s not 
enough, we have thrown in an after-
party too.”

The artisan market will showcase 
products from 10 different creative 
souls who each design beautiful and 
affordable handmade products such 
as macrame, home decorations, gifts, 

essential oils and other delightful crea-
tions that anyone would love to find 
under their Christmas tree, Sarha adds.

“Phuket SWAPSHOP stands for 
charity, community support and sus-
tainability. As members of the ANRFC 
Andaman Natural Resource and Con-
servation Foundation for the south of 
Thailand we are so grateful to be con-
necting with like-minded people on the 
island who are passionate and driven 
towards sustainability,” says Yoana.

“For example, the wonderful 
Whale-tail company who works on 
protecting marine wildlife will be 
promoting their amazing work at the 
Christmas Event. This is an organisa-
tion run by Alena Kondratieva who 
makes new products out of marine 

Swap Shop steps up for BanYa

BanYa Literacy Centre children at the school, with the The Good Shepherd sisters.

plastics, both washed up and those 
they have done dives for. Her work is 
absolutely fantastic here in Phuket,” 
she adds.

Phuket SWAPSHOP is growing 
rapidly. “It is overwhelming how many 
people are reaching out to us to be 
part of the SWAP FAMILY” explains 
Sarha.

“We can do so much for the commu-
nity by bringing people together and 
shedding light on forgotten causes. We 
need to share, give and help each other 
– now more than ever!” adds Yoana.

Would you like to be part of the Phuket 
SWAPSHOP team? We are always look-
ing for volunteers to lend a hand at 
events! Are you a local business and 
would you like to contribute to a good 
cause? You can donate special prizes 
for the raffle – all proceeds will go to 
the Banya Literacy Centre! To reach 
out, you can send a message through 
their Facebook page: www.facebook.
com/phuketswapshop or by sending an 
email: phuketswapshop@gmail.com 
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Solutions to last week’s puzzles:

Answers to this week’s Pop Quiz:

Crossword by Myles Mellor & Sally York

1) TNT; 2) Dvorak keyboards; 3) Lincoln Cathedral (the first structure to 
surpass the Great Pyramid of Giza); 4) Gerhard Schroder; 5) The New Deal

Across
1. Zebra, to a lion
5. Before circle and 

final
9. ____ Coeur Basilica
14. Wander
15. Begged
16. Chessman
17. Cheers
18. One of the pride 

of Joy
19. Chronological 

record
20. Warm-weather 

attire
23. Cornerstone abbr.
24. Annie Lennox hit 

“No More I Love 
___”

25. Approves
28. Genesis skipper
31. Treat roughly
33. __ ___ roll (doing 

well)
36. “It’s only ___!”
39. Address fit for a 

king
40. Visit an island 

chain?
44. “___, Brute!”
45. Confronts
46. Boy
47. Break through
50. Fall shade
52. Wash. VIP
53. Bibliographical 

abbr.
56. Garlic 

mayonnaise
60. Show off some 

tropical headwear
64. Treeless plain
66. Aye-aye’s home
67. Out of the 

ordinary
68. Casual attire
69. Bavarian river
70. Sago like starch
71. Lenya of “From 

Russia With Love”
72. Reform
73. Views

Down
1. Space exploration 

mission
2. Players’ fantasy 

characters
3. Tennis player, Chris
4. Sycophant
5. Broke the speed 

limit
6. Contemporary of 

Count and Duke
7. Untidy
8. The “Gem” state
9. Spread out
10. Common 

contraction
11. Fault-finding
12. Big name in TVs
13. Aquatic shocker

SUDOKU

GOT YOUR 
NUMBER

Hard

ISLAND VIEW

This week in history
Dec 11, 1998
Thai Airways Flight 261 crash-
es near Surat Thani Airport, 
killing 101. The pilot flying the 
Airbus A310-300 is thought 
to have suffered spatial dis-
orientation.

Dec 12, 1911
Delhi replaces Calcutta as the 
capital of India.

Dec 13, 1577
Sir Francis Drake sets sail 

from Plymouth, England, on 
his round-the-world voyage.

Dec 14, 1903
The Wright brothers make 
their first attempt to fly with 
the Wright Flyer at Kitty 
Hawk, North Carolina.

Dec 15, 2014
A gunman takes 18 hostages 
inside a café in Martin Place 
for 16 hours in Sydney. The 
gunman and two hostages are 

killed when police raid the 
café the following morning.

Dec 16, 1773
Boston Tea Party: Members 
of the Sons of Liberty dis-
guised as Mohawk Indians 
dump hundreds of crates  
of tea into Boston harbor as 
a protest against the Tea Act.

Dec 17, 1967
Harold Holt, Prime Minister 
of Australia, disappears while 
swimming near Portsea, Victo-
ria, and is presumed drowned.   

Source: Wikipedia

ISLAND VIEW

7.5
kilometres on average is the 
distance known in Finnish as 
“poronkusema”, or how far 
until a reindeer has to stop  

and pee.

97
percent is how much DNA 

orangutans have in common 
with humans.

236
is the total number of episodes 

in the TV series ‘Friends’.

18.6 
million

millionaires are in the US.

750
million
US dollars is how much was 

spent on developing the  
three-bladed razor.

Source: Uberfacts

Harold Holt, pictured in 1966.

Got an unusual or particularly beautiful picture of Phuket? Email it to execeditor@classactmedia.co.th

21. W.W. II predator
22. Loophole
26. Kismet
27. Position
29. Days past
30. Retired soccer 

star Mia
32. Fire remains
33. Curves
34. “I’m innocent!”
35. Queen’s court 

member
37. Madame, for short
38. Flirt, maybe
41. Possessive
42. Heat meas.
43. State in India
48. Chromosome 

blueprint
49. Airport 

abbreviation
51. Headgear
54. More fitting
55. Supersized
57. Chicago 

destination
58. Eva of “CSI: 

Miami”
59. Twos in the news
61. “Don’t bet ___!”
62. High demand for
63. Prefix with 

nautical
64. Blood-work letters
65. Prideful one, 

astrologically

1. Trinitrotoluene is better known as what?
2. What are keyboards that have the most-often used 
letters in the centre row called?
3. Which was the tallest building in the world from 1311 
to 1549?
4. Who was Chancellor of Germany from 1998 to 2005?
5. What was the series of American domestic programs 
in the 1930s in response to the Great Depression called?

Answers below, centre

Sunrise at Rawai. Photo: Jeffrey Ephreim Villanueva Villegas
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All you can eat 
Sunday Roast Buffet

Beef, Pork and Lamb – Cauliflower, Broccoli, Peas, Carrots, 
fried mushrooms, grilled tomatoes – Yorkshire pudding – 
roasted potatoes, mashed  potatoes – gravy, mushroom 
sauce, mint sauce. Reservations recommended. B350 P/P.  
shakersphuket@gmail.com 081 891 4381.

Mussels night @ Shakers
1.2kg mussels served with French fries, your choice, 
your style: natural, marnière, Provençale, garlic 
and cream or Thai style. Reservations recom-
mended B295 P/P. shakersphuket@gmail.com 
081 891 4381.

All you can eat BBQ Ribs night
6pm – 11pm: All you can eat BBQ Ribs served 
with salad buffet, potato salad & choice of sauces. 
Reservation recommended. 295 baht P/P. shaker-
sphuket@gmail.com, 081 891 4381.

Angel Market is back 
at Cassia Laguna Phuket

Angel Market is back at Cassia Laguna Phuket!! 
Every first weekend of the month, you are invited to 
enjoy awesome market items from airline angels, 
Foam & pool party, with live band, DJ and a lot of 
games & entertainment. Special FREE 100THB 
credit to shop around the market when book a room 
at Cassia Phuket starting from THB 699 net per night 
or THB 999 for two nights, plus heaps more free stuff! 
Call 076356999 for more information.

2020 Thai Expat Club 
AFL Andaman Cup

Phuket Power v Thailand Tigers. 11am - 1pm, at 
the Alan Cooke Ground in Thalang. The Thai Expat 
Club AFL Andaman Cup is a landmark event in the 
development of Australian Rules Football in the 
southern region and it will be attended by Matthew 
Barclay, the Australian Consul-General in Phuket. 
Support and sponsorship of AFL on the Island has 
come from Legends Bar Patong, Lady Pie, The 
Phuket News, Thai Expat Club, Bangkok Hospital 
Siriroj and Bench Fitness. Spectators and new 
players are welcome to attend on the day. Drinks, 
burgers, Lady Pies and vegetarian dishes will be 
available at the ground. https://www.facebook.com/
events/425157302210012/

All you can eat BBQ night
6pm – 11pm: Beef, Pork, Chicken, Burgers, Sausages, 
Prawns and Squid, Salad buffet, Choice of potatoes 
and sauces, bread, buns and garlic bread. Reservation 
recommended. B395 P/P. shakersphuket@gmail.com 
081 891 4381. Phuket SWAPSHOP presents 

CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA
Phuket SWAPSHOP is back for Christmas Ex-
travaganza 12.12.20 @ Friendship Beach Resort 
3PM-9PM. Now is the time to have a clear-out and 
gather your beautiful pre-loved treasures for a festive 
SWAP! All proceeds will go to St. Euphrasia’s BanYa 
Literacy Centre which faces closure due to lack of 
funds. Therefore, all proceeds donated through this 
event will help to keep the school open in Jan 2021!

Christmas Eve Dinner Buffet & 
Party @ Friendship Beach

Friendship Beach Waterfront Resort Rawai welcomes 
you to join us for our Christmas Eve Dinner Buffet & 
Party. Traditional Buffet featuring Imported Roast 
Turkey, Christmas Ham, Apple Sausage Stuffing, 
Cranberry Port Sauce, and a large selection of Ap-
petizers, Sides, Salads & Desserts. Live Music with 
Colin Hill, Welcome Cocktail, and a visit from Santa 
Claus with Gifts for the Kids. Adults THB 999++ 
Children under 12 THB 400 ++ For Reservations 
Call ( 66) 89 7285304 or ( 66) 84 689 4566 Chef 
Charlie, 27/1 Soi Mittrapap, Rawai Phuket 83130,  
chef@friendshipbeach.com

New Years Eve Dinner & Party 
@ Friendship Beach Resort

Friendship Beach Waterfront Resort Welcomes you 
to join us for our New Years Eve Dinner Party & 
Celebration. Featuring : Great Fireworks , Live D.J., 
Fire Show, Welcome Cocktail . International Appe-
tizer , Salad , B.B.Q. and Dessert Buffet with choice 
of Main Courses - Filet of Beef w/Cognac Pepper 
Cream, Grilled Salmon & Prawns with Citrus Caper 
Beurre Blanc or Crispy Duck Leg with Orange Jus & 
Aromatics. Adults THB1,300++ Children under 12 yrs.
THB 400++ For Bookings call (66) 89 728 5304 or 
(66) 84 689 4566 or email to chef@friendshipbeach.
com Chef Charlie, 27/1 Soi Mittrapap , Rawai Phuket 
83130, chef@friendshipbeach.com, (66) 89 728 5304

Le Chaine De Rotisseur 
Phuket Christmas lunch 

at Sala
We are delighted to invite you to our traditional 
Christmas Lunch. For another year we are spending a 
long lunch and afternoon at the beautiful Sala Phuket 
Mai Khao. Anyone who has previously attended can 
vouch for a delicious meal. Don’t wait to book as we 
have a limit to 30 persons. 4000 TBH for members 
and 4500 THB for guests. Smart Casual with your 
Chaine ribbon and a Christmas spirit. www.facebook.
com/laChainePhuket

FRI 11
DEC

SAT 12
DEC

THU 24
DEC

THU 31
DEC

SAT 19
DEC

SUN 13
DEC

MON 14
DEC
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PROPERTY 
FOR RENT

PROPERTY FOR SALE

CARS, TRUCKS FOR SALE

PROPERTY FOR RENT

DAILY EVENT
UPDATES ON

Cherished VW New Beetle
2000 Reg.; Auto; 1984cc; Private Owner Sale; B475,000. Excellent Condition; Very Good Service Re-
cord; Accident Free; Recent Paint Job Black Leather Seats; Alloy Wheels; Camera; Sunroof; Two Careful  
Owners; 86,700 km. Kata Hill Location; Greg 092 693 2622 agphilpott@hotmail.com

Fantastic Sea View
Sea View condo 70 Sq.m. Swimming pool, fitness, car parking, 1 bed, 1big living room + kitchen. Big 
balcony. 1.6 km. from Kata beach. nuannapa.sutin@gmail.com , 080 468 8228  (Napa).

140m2 2BR CONDO in 
LAGUNA AREA

200m to Bang Tao, 2 pools, Jacuzzi, 
sauna, gym, BBQ, 30sqm terrace. Free: 
bikes, electric scooters, drinking wa-
ter, coconuts, 3TVs, Netflix, 200TV 
channels. HALF PRICE 076 324404 
phuket@casuarinashores.co

 Beautiful Phuket 
condo with a view of 

the islands
Very close to Ao Por Pier and Ao 
Por Grand Marina. 2 rooms 132 m 

/ 2 with private terrace, 22m pool, 2 bath, air con, security 
service, good shopping, private parking and sunrise over the 
islands every morning. Fully furnished. Direct From Owner 
at only B3.6M, jensclausen@yahoo.de +66 092-854692. 
+49 176 32658856
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PHUKET TOGETHER CHILDREN’S CHARITY GOLF DAY
On Friday 27th November Phuket Has Been Good To Us hosted a new annual charity golf day at Laguna Golf Phuket, raising B150,000. A great tournament played in 
perfect cloudy and cool conditions. 15 Teams tee’d off and enjoyed fabulous food and beverages around the course thanks to 10 hole sponsors including SALA, Tipsy 
Cow, Phuket Nature reserve, Lucky Rabbit sandwiches, Local Bar, Café Del Mar and Drink Studio. Coming in 3rd was the Par then Bar, 2nd was Anne’s Kitchen (who also 
hosted the prize dinner) and the winning team was Stuck in Paradise with a fabulous score of net 56.8. Congratulations to Vladimir and his team and well played to 
everyone who participated. Thank you all and in particular Anthony Van Sleeuwun from SALA Phuket Resort and Spa for getting the ball rolling on this event and for all 
his efforts. Last, but not least, a shout out to the A team at registration Sharon Joyner and Wendi Stewart.

K. Lek, K. Amp, K. Sam and K. Koy K. Phusanisa & David

Brendan & BjornStefano & K. Kamin

Team - Anne’s Kitchen. Team - Par then Bar.

Team - Stuck in paradise.Team - Vagabonds Blue.

Phuket Smart Link Initiated by the Franco-Thai Chamber of Commerce, the Phuket SMART Link (Services, MICE, Arts & Culture, Revitalization, Tourism) was held 
in Phuket on December 3-4, 2020 thanks to the support from Thailand Convention & Exhibition Bureau (TCEB), Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) and the Digital 
Economy Promotion Agency (DEPA). The event comprised a series of activities to connect business expatriates from Bangkok with local governmental agencies and 
entrepreneurs in Phuket. The two-day business forum provided business insights about Phuket’s strategy “GEMMSST” (Gastronomy, Education, Medical & Wellness, 
Marina Hub, Sports & Events, Smart City, Tuna Hub), and its business opportunities, and networking with governmental agencies and local business folk in Phuket.

PHUKET SMART LINK BUSINESS FORUM – 2-DAY BUSINESS FORUM  
FOR NEW BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES IN PHUKET
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FORMULA ONE

PHUK ET CHESS BAT- 
tles II returned with a bang 
last month (Nov 29) at The 
Kudo Hotel, Patong Beach, 
when 29 of the brightest young 
minds clashed over six rounds 
of Rapid Chess. 

This time, the tournament 
was sub-divided into two age 
categories of U16s and U10s. 
Once again the competition 
went right to the wire as there 
was a one point gap after six 
rounds between the top nine 
competitors.

Young chess masters do battle

Photo: Southside Knights 
Chess Club

The two champions Garri 
Citrons and Daniil Shmatko 
soared above their rivals, as 
their attacking flair and crea-
tive thinking was overwhelm-
ingly difficult to parry. A 
massive well done to all who 
participated.

Racing Point driver comes from last to first in maiden F1 win

Sergio Perez came from last 
to first for a sensational win 
and maiden Formula 1 vic-

tory at the Sakhir Grand Prix in 
Bahrain last Sunday (Dec 6) after 
a Mercedes pit stop blunder cost 
it a comfortable one-two finish.

The Mexican was punted off 
the road by an errant Charles 
Leclerc on the first lap as they 
battled for third. The crash put the 
Ferrari driver out of the race and 
claimed Red Bull Racing’s Max 
Verstappen as collateral, but Perez 
was able to continue, albeit in last 
place after a pit stop to replace his 
damaged tyres.

But equipped with fresh rub-
ber Perez made mincemeat of the 
midfield. He made up seven places 
in five laps and continued his rise 
back up to third, an easy pass on 
his own teammate underlining his 
ferocious personal pace.

Meanwhile, Valtteri Bottas 
and George Russell of Mercedes 
were holding a comfortable lead 
until their race was undone by a 
series of catastrophic mistakes 
beginning on lap 62.

A safety car to collect debris 
on the front straight triggered the 
team to stop both cars at the same 
time as a precaution, but some of 
the pit crew didn’t receive the call.

Russell came in and was fit-
ted with two of Bottas’s tyres by 
accident. Bottas, immediately 
behind him, was held at the box 

for almost 30 seconds as the team 
realised its mistake. Russell then 
had to be called back to correct 
the error.

It dropped Bottas to fourth and 
Russell to fifth with 18 laps to run 
when the safety car period ended.

Still Russell had race-winning 
pace. He made a gutsy pass past 

Bottas on lap 70 and was up to 
second just three tours later, but 
bad luck struck twice for the Briton, 
who picked up a puncture that re-
quired yet another stop, dropping 
him to 15th and out of contention.

‘SPEECHLESS’
Perez was left with a clear lead, and 

the Racing Point driver was able to 
stroke his car to the chequered flag 
to make himself the first Mexican 
to win a grand prix since Pedro 
Rodríguez in 1970.

“I’m speechless,” Perez en-
thused. I hope I’m not dreaming, 
because I dreamt so many years 
being in this moment.

“Ten years it took me. Incred-
ible. I don’t know what to say.

“The luck has not been with 
us this year, but we finally got it.”

Following Perez home was a 
similarly emotional Esteban Ocon 
for his maiden F1 podium.

“I cried on the [finish] line, 
that’s how much emotion is going 
through my mind,” he said. “It’s 
been a tough season on our side. 
Its hasn’t paid off all the time, but 
we never stopped pushing.”

Lance Stroll completed the 
podium for a Racing Point double 
rostrum. The Canadian conceded 
he didn’t have his teammate’s 
pace despite running third early 
in proceedings but celebrated the 
team’s best combined result since 
1998, when it raced as Jordan.

As a result, Racing Point moved 
back into third in the construc-
tors standings 10 points ahead 
of McLaren 22 points ahead of 
Renault.

CHESS Special thanks to the spon-
sors Kudo Hotel for their 
amazing hospitality. The next 
Phuket Chess Battles event 
will take place in Feb 2021.

TOP TEN FINISHERS:
1. Garri Citrons
2. Daniil Shmatko
3. Valiliia Makarova
4. Tony Li
5. Andrian Shatalin
6. Cecil Kelly
7. Luca Pozhitkov
8. Tye David Shnet
9. Solomon Shchelkunov
10. Ivan Gorodetskiy 

The Phuket News

The Racing Point team celebrate 
as Sergio Perez claimed his 
maiden F1 victory at the Sakhir GP 
last Sunday (Dec 6). Photo: AFP

Perez wins in Sakhir thriller
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FOOTBALL

RUGBYSpurs Kane Arsenal 
to stay top of table

Tottenham and Liverpool 
continue to share top 
spot in the Premier 

League after both teams reg-
istered impressive wins last 
Sunday (Dec 6) as limited fans 
were permitted to return to 
select matches across the UK.

Spurs overcame bitter North 
London rivals Arsenal 2-0 with 
the ever reliable strike duo of 
Harry Kane and Son Heung-
Min once again combining to 
score the crucial goals.

The ruthless front pairing 
have now combined for 31 Pre-
mier League goals, the second 
most of any duo behind former 
Chelsea players Didier Drogba 
and Frank Lampard (36).

“We’re both at an age 
now where we’re coming into 
maybe our prime in terms of 
understanding the game and 
understanding each other,” 
Kane told Sky Sports post-
match.

Spurs manager Jose Mour-
inho hailed the pair as “world 
class” and once again empha-
sised their strong work ethic.

“Kane clearing balls in 
the box, Sonny for the first 60 
minutes as a winger and then 
a second striker – it is not just 
about scoring goals and being 
world-class players, it is about 
being great guys and doing 
your best for the team,” he said.

‘GOOSEBUMPS’
Spurs share top spot with 
Liverpool who brushed aside 
an off-colour Wolves side 
4-0 courtesy of goals from 

Mohamed Salah, Georginio 
Wijnaldum, Joel Matip and 
a Nelson Semedo own-goal.

It was the first time fans 
had been allowed inside An-
field in nine months, in which 
time Liverpool had won the 
title for the first time in 30 
years. It made for an emotional 
experience as 2,000 support-
ers belted out a rendition of 
“You’ll Never Walk Alone” 
and “bring on the champions” 
prior to kickoff.

“The game, the atmos-
phere, it was so nice. I had 
goosebumps,” said Liverpool 
manager Jurgen Klopp. 

“This started in February 
and we were waiting to get 
normality back. Normality 
is good – I don’t think we 
appreciated it as much. It was 
very, very touching,” he added.

Elsewhere Leicester de-

Jones slams England 
critics 'disrespectful' 

E NGL A N D C OAC H 
Eddie Jones said critics 
of their style were being 
“disrespectful” to his play-
ers after they needed extra 
time to beat a third-string 
France 22-19 in the Au-
tumn Nations Cup final at 
Twickenham last Sunday 
(Dec 6).

The tournament was 
dominated by set-piece 
forward play, aggressive 
defence and tactical kick-
ing, leading some pundits 
to fear for the future of 
rugby union.

There were moments 
when the teams' kicking 
duel resembled a prolonged 
baseline rally at the French 
Open tennis champion-
ship, with fans in a crowd 
of 2,000 booing one such 
exchange after spectators 
were let into Twickenham 
for the first time since the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Jones, however, had 
no qualms and responded 

angrily when questioned by 
reporters about the man-
ner of a victory that saw 
England avenge their only 
defeat this year, a 24-17 
loss to France in Paris in 
February.

“Can I just say I think 
you are being totally dis-
respectful to the players 
the way you criticise the 
rugby,” he said.

“It’s a tough time for 
the sport, it’s a tough time 
to play rugby and we are 
all trying to play as good 
a rugby as we can. 

“Consider the players 
are coming off at least a 
10-month season without 
having any pre-season to 
prepare for the international 
game,” added the veteran 
Aussie coach.

Asked if teams had a re-
sponsibility to entertain, as 
well as win, Jones snapped: 
“That is not the point and 
I find the question a bit 
childish. Obviously you 
have to win. If we don’t 
win, we don’t coach.” 

Julian Guyer, AFP

HARRY & SON: Kane and Son have now combined 
for 31 Premier League goals. Photo: AFP

Eddie Jones. Photo: AFP

feated bottom club Sheffield 
United thanks to a last-minute 
winner from Jamie Vardy, a 
result that leaves the Blades 
with only one point from 11 
games – the worst record in 
Premier League history.

Manchester United con-
tinued to show their Jekyll 
and Hyde personality as they 
bounced back from Champions 
League despair in the week to 
dispatch West Ham 3-1 and 
move into fifth on 19 points. 

Kevin De Bruyne inspired 
Manchester City to a straight-
forward 2-0 against Fulham, 
a result that keep them a point 
behind their city rivals in sixth.

The Aston Villa Newcastle 
match was postponed after an 
outbreak of COVID-19 in the 
Newcastle camp, the first match 
to fall victim since ‘Project 
Restart’ in June.
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Perez claims 
his first ever 
F1 win > p14

MARATHON
The Phuket News
editor3@classactmedia.co.th

An 8,000 strong field turned 
out to Run Paradise in 
Phuket last weekend (Dec 

5-6) at the 15th Supersports Laguna 
Phuket Marathon. 

The new normal edition of the 
race combined stringent safety and 
hygiene measures with a scenic 
course which took Thai and expat 
runners past local villages and the 
beaches of Nai Yang, Layan and 
Bang Tao.

Organisers shone a spotlight on 
Phuket’s preparedness to host large-
scale events with the Supersports 
Laguna Phuket Marathon also 
providing a much needed boost to 
the island’s economy.

Impressive times were the order 
of the two days with two double-
headers in the Male divisions and 
some top performances by Thai 
athletes. Polish Triathlete Krzysztof 
Hadas, winner of the recent Laguna 
Phuket Triathlon, took a comfortable 
win in the 5km event last Saturday 
in what was to be a warm-up for his 

Half Marathon the following day. 
After some close racing with 

Russian Sergei Zyrianov over the 
21.0975km distance, Hadas finished 
fast to make it two wins in two days, 
and his first Supersports Laguna 
Phuket Marathon Half Marathon title.

In the 10.5km last Saturday, 
Lewis Chalk (GBR) got the better 
of Anuwat Bunmak (THA) after 
racing shoulder-to-shoulder, claim-
ing the win in an impressive time 
of 00:35:22. Not satisfied, Chalk 
then lined up against some tough 
competition for the Marathon on 
the Sunday. Showing no signs of 
fatigue, he used his short-distance 
speed to break-away from the pack 
and cross the finish line first in a 
time of 02:55:48, almost five minutes 
ahead of the second-place finisher.

Other notable performances at 
this year’s Laguna Phuket Marathon 
include Sasiwimon Khongjit (THA), 
who took the Female Marathon title 
ahead of Maysinee Sukkuea (ZAF) 
and Wipawadee Titawattanavijit 
(THA). In the Half Marathon, the 
top two spots in the Female division 
went to Thai runners Suchada Wat-
tanaves and Nopchaya Handittagul 
respectively, while Suttida Udomchai 

led a Thai 1-2-3 in the 10.5km Female 
division the day before.

For runners of all ages and 
abilities, and from a diverse cross 
section of society, Supersports La-
guna Phuket Marathon has become a 
‘bucket-list must do’ event. Regulars 
at the event, and fans of Phuket, 
Thai superstar couple Artiwara 
‘Toon’ Kongmalai and Ratchawin 
‘Koi’ Wongwiriya were running 
again this year and finished their 
first marathon together following 
their talk-of-the-town wedding just 
last week.

For the 8,000 runners at this 
year’s event, it wasn’t all about 
times and trophies. Popular for its 
scenic course and two-day concept 
with 2km, 5km and 10.5km at sun-
set and Half Marathon, Marathon 
Relay and Marathon at sunrise the 
following day, Supersports Laguna 
Phuket Marathon’s unique formula 
has made it popular with families, 
amateurs and pros alike, and over its 
15-year history it has become one of 
the leading destination marathons 
in Southeast Asia.

OVERALL RESULTS
Top three in each distance are: 

MARATHON – MALE
Lewis Chalk (GBR), 02:55:48 
Tharatorn Poomrungrueang (THA),  
03:00:27 Worapoj Sukkaew (THA), 
03:01:25

MARATHON – FEMALE
Sasiwimon Khongjit (THA), 03:41:54 
Maysinee Sukkuea (ZAF), 03:57:23 
Wipawadee Titawattanavijit (THA),
04:00:42

MARATHON RELAY
Team Subaru Phuket, 03:07:26 
Team Nham Daeng Yam Yen, 03:13:22 
Team Badass Bitches, 03:40:57 

HALF MARATHON - MALE
Krzysztof Hadas (POL), 01:09:41 
Sergei Zyrianov (RUS), 01:10:14 
Er ik Bohm (NLD), 01:18:41 

HALF MARATHON - 
FEMALE

Suchada Wattanaves (THA), 01:37:58 
Nopchaya Handittagul (THA), 01:42:03 
Sabine Claudia Egger-Weickhardt  
(AUS), 01:42:27

10.5KM - MALE
Lewis Chalk (GBR), 00:35:22 
Anuwat Bunmak (THA), 00:36:17 

Merrick Fairall (ZAF), 00:38:05 

10.5KM - FEMALE
Suttida Udomchai (THA), 00:43:44 
Pimporn Udomdee (THA), 00:49:14 
Wilai Aer-Loh (THA), 00:50:21 

5KM - MALE
Krzysztof Hadas (POL), 00:15:38 
Eakkalak Chankaew (THA), 00:16:13 
Arthitta Veerathamwatin (THA),  
00:17:03

5KM - FEMALE
Chiara Jessica Egger (AUS), 00:21:13 
Siena Milgate (AUS), 00:23:13 
Phichaya Phattharathanasut (THA), 
00:23:21

2KM KIDS RUN - MALE
Alangkran Khongrat (THA), 00:08:15 
Nathee Gorton (THA), 00:08:22 
Tanadul Panichyanont (THA), 00:08:38

2KM KIDS RUN - 
FEMALE

Urassaya Suebhait (THA), 00:08:17 
Valeriia Iakovleva (RUS), 00:08:45 
Thea Primarolo (GBR), 00:09:45
 
For detailed results visit: www.
sportstats.asia

A MARATHON SUCCESS
Participants at the start line of last 
weekend’s Supersports Laguna Phuket 
Marathon, where more than 8,000 
turned out to take part. Photo: Supplied
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