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Phuket’s well-respected animal 
welfare organisation Soi Dog 
Foundation (SDF) is work-

ing on concentrating its efforts in 
‘hot spot’ areas on the island to 
help contain the spiralling number 
of strays being incarcerated at the 
government-run Phuket Stray Dog 
Shelter in Thalang.

When Soi Dog Foundation began 
its CNVR (spay/neuter & vaccination) 
programme in 2003, an estimated 
70,000 stray dogs roamed the island. 
Today, the foundation estimates that 
number to be around 7,000, a reduc-
tion of 90%.

“This proves the case in point, that 
CNVR is effective. SDF has always 
maintained that the only sustainable 
and humane solution to the stray dog 
population is to perform large-scale 

sterilisation on stray animals and to 
encourage owners of free-roaming 
pets to do the same,” the foundation 
told The Phuket News in a statement 
this week.

“In Phuket today, Soi Dog’s CNVR 
programme focuses on ‘hot-spot’ ar-
eas, where stray dogs still congregate, 
and the foundation is working hard 
with local communities to bring the 
stray population even further under 
control.”

Soi Dog attributes the recent steep 
rise in the number of dogs at the main 
government dog shelter in Thalang 
mainly to the abandonment and the 
surrendering of pets that people could 
no longer take care of, typically for 
either financial or circumstantial 
reasons. 

“This problem has become am-
plified during 2020, the COVID-19 
pandemic having a knock-on effect,” 
the foundation noted.

SOI DOG FOUNDATION TARGETS ‘HOT SPOTS’ 
AS NUMBER OF STRAY DOGS SPIRALS

COVID STRESS, MENTAL HEALTH HITS OFFICIALS’ AGENDA > PAGE 5

Soi Dog Foundation is targeting areas where 
the number of dogs is on the rise. Photo: SDF
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“It is a tough time, with many families 
suffering loss of income, and further 
highlights the need for understanding on 
the part of pet owners that they should 
be in a position to be able to care for an 
animal for the duration of its life – re-
gardless of what obstacles may present 
themselves. The commitment required 
to become a pet owner should never be 
underestimated,” the foundation added.

“Until the nationwide implementa-
tion of systems to protect against the 
rise of the stray dog numbers, such as 
CNVR programmes, the clamping down 
on puppy farming and the enforcing of 
responsible pet ownership, the problem 
will continue to exist and will prove to 
be a continual drain on local authority 
resources – which shelters undoubt-
edly are.

“SDF welcomes a wider discussion 
on these topics and is continually open 
to this and finding the best solution for 
animal and human communities,” the 
statement added.

Manas Thepparuk, Chief of Phuket 
Provincial Office of the Department of 
Livestock Development (DLD), this 
week confirmed there are currently 946 
dogs being kept at the Phuket Stray Dog 
Shelter. In 2017, the shelter was home 
to just over 500 dogs.

“We know that there are already a lot 
of dogs there, but the dogs are still able 
to live and have healthy conditions,” Mr 
Manas told The Phuket News.

However, the ability to fully oper-
ate the shelter is under considerable 
strain as it is facing a serious shortage 
of funding from the municipalities and 

local administrations across the island.
“We can take care of them, but the 

18 local administrations must respond,” 
Chief Manas said.

So far only Wichit Municipality has 
paid its contribution of about B350,000, 
Chief Mans noted.

“But we need B2,908,080 more from 
17 local administrations. The total budget 
required is B3,258,080, which will be 
enough to provide care for the dogs until 
September 2021,” he said.

If funding does not arrive by March, 
the dogs “might lack food and medical 
care”, Chief Manas warned.

On Chief Manas’ behalf, Phuket 
Vice Governor Phichet Panaphong this 
week sent a clear message for the 17 
municipalities and local administrations 
to pony up “as soon as possible”. 

Chief Manas pointed out that the 
B3.35mn budget required is just for 
providing care for the dogs.

“More than that, I require B1.3 mil-
lion to upgrade the stray dog shelter. We 
need to fix the fence and signs, make 
the space for a better atmosphere for 
the dogs, and to fund medical treatment 
and workers.”

Mr Manas said that he had filed a 
formal request to the Phuket Provincial 
Administration Organisation (PPAO, or 
OrBorJor), but still had yet to receive 
an answer.

Meanwhile, Soi Dog Foundation, 
astutely noted, “One way in which to 
help alleviate this problem now would 
be to encourage those looking to add 
a dog as a new family member, and in 
a position to do so, to adopt a dog in 
favour of buying a new pet from either 
markets or breeders.

“Both Soi Dog Foundation and the 
government dog pound have many dogs, 
some of which have been pets until very 
recently, available for adoption now.“

Soi Dog vets and volunteers are reaching out to areas to help ensure dogs are 
not abandoned during the current crisis. Photo: Soi Dog Foundation

THE TWO TSUNAMI-
warning buoys operated 
by Thailand have been 
deployed and are now pro-
viding real-time data to the 
tsunami-warning network 
west of Phuket.

The governmental agen-
cy research ship SEAFDEC 
left the Phuket Deep Sea 
Port on Nov 19 on a two-
week mission to deploy the 
two buoys with a team of 
30 experts from Thailand’s 
Department of Disaster 
Prevention and Mitigation 
(DDPM) on board. 

The ship returned to 
Phuket last Saturday (Nov 
28), confirmed Suwat Pab-
peung, Chief of the National 
Disaster Warning Centre 
(NDWC) Operations Di-
vision.

“The deployment went 
according to plan,” he said.

The buoy designated 
Station 23401 was deployed 
at its assigned location some 
600 nautical miles west of 
Phuket in the multinational 
‘Bay of Bengal array’ and 
began providing real-time 
data at 7:15pm on Nov 24, 
Mr Suwat said.

The second buoy, des-
ignated Station 23461, was 
installed at its proper loca-
tion in the Andaman Sea, 

The tsunami-warning 
buoys have been deployed 
and are now providing 
real-time data. Photo: 
NDWC

Tsunami-warning buoys 
installed, operational

some 280km northwest of 
Phuket, and came online 
at 7:15pm last Friday (Nov 
27), he added.

The NDWC and the 
Department of Disaster 
Prevention and Mitigation 
(DDPM) will continue to 
monitor the two buoys and 
perform regular checks on 
their performance.

The next scheduled full 
inspection of the two buoys 
will be in two years, he 
added.

As announced when the 
SEAFDEC ship departed 
Phuket, all crew and officers 
on board have been placed 
in 14-day quarantine as a 
precaution.

“All officials appear to 
be healthy, but they still 
must serve 14 days quar-
antine, which they began 
on Sunday [Nov 29],” Mr 
Suwat said. Tanyaluk Sakoot
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Phuket Vice Governor 
Phichet Panaphong 
has ordered officials 

to ramp up their efforts to 
ensure all migrant workers 
returning from Myanmar are 
checked for COVID-19.

The order followed a Thai 
woman returning from My-
anmar testing positive for 
the virus in Chiang Mai last 
week, sparking fears of an 
outbreak there, and two My-
anmar women testing positive 
for the virus in Chiang Rai.

Concerns have been specif-
ically raised over how the two 
Myanmar women in Chiang 
Rai had managed to enter the 
country without being tested.

V/Gov Phichet told the 
meeting of the Phuket Pro-
vincial Communicable Dis-
ease Committee at Phuket 
Provincial Hall on Monday 
(Nov 30) that the central gov-
ernment had ordered all border 
provinces to set up teams to 
screen arrivals.

“Phuket has about 59,000 
migrant workers, especially 
Myanmar nationals, which 

comprise about 80% of all 
the migrant workers in the 
province,” he said.

“Therefore all Myanmar 
workers must be scanned and 
quarantined at the border prov-
ince checkpoint before coming 
to Phuket,” V/Gov Phichet said.

“I want local officials to 
intensively keep eyes on My-
anmar workers in Phuket and 
search for illegal workers,” 
he added.

“Officers at the Phuket 
Check Point in Tha Chatchai, 
where all road traffic enters the 

province, must increase the 
intensiveness of their checks 
at the checkpoint in order to 
protect the island from illegal 
migrant workers who have 
not been quarantined,” V/Gov 
Pichet said.

“Officers from the Phuket 

Phuket Vice Governor Phichet Panaphong issued the order to target all arrivals 
from Myanmar on Monday (Nov 20). Photo: PR Phuket

Public Health Office must 
coordinate with other relevant 
officers to check workers in 
entertainment venues and 
other workplaces,” he added.

“If anyone sees workers 
acting suspiciously, please 
inform local police or im-
migration officers so they can 
investigate,”  V/Gov Phichet 
said. 

“Local people also can 
report [suspicious migrant 
workers] via the Damrongtham 
Centre [Ombudsman’s Of-
fice] 24-hour hotline 1567,” 
he added.

The order to start heavily 
screening migrant workers 
arriving on the island comes 
nearly three months after simi-
lar measures were ordered in 
Phang Nga, north of Phuket, 
through which all arrivals to 
Phuket must pass through in 
order to reach the island.

Phang Nga Governor 
Chamroen Tipayapongtada 
on Sept 4 ordered a required 
14-day home quarantine for 
those arriving in, or return-
ing to, the southern prov-
ince from areas considered 
COVID-19 outbreak zones, 
including Myanmar and other 

provinces in Thailand.
Mr Chamroen, who has 

previously served as Governor 
of Phuket, said many people 
had taken health safety meas-
ures for granted and in doing 
so reduced public awareness 
about the still-present threat 
of COVID-19 infections.

Apart from the home quar-
antine, people in Phang Nga 
must wear a face mask at all 
times in public places, never 
engage in any activity that may 
heighten the risk of spreading 
the virus and strictly follow 
COVID-19 prevention regu-
lations when attending mass 
gatherings.

Punishments would be 
meted out against anyone who 
violates the health measures, 
Gov Chamroen said.

Governor Chamroen also 
ordered officials in all districts 
in the province to be on alert 
for any illegal migrant work-
ers being smuggled into their 
areas. The employers involved 
and leading officials in the 
areas where any illegal mi-
grant workers, who in Phang 
Nga are mostly from Myan-
mar, are found would be held  
responsible, he said.

A 34-YEAR-OLD MAN 
working as a gardener has 
been arrested for raping a 
woman along the Ao Yon-
Khao Khad Rd in Wichit, 
on Phuket’s east coast, early 
last month.

The suspect, originally 
from Mukdahan, was ar-
rested on Monday (Nov 
30), reported Capt Sura-
chart Thongyai of the Wichit 
Police.

Police moved in and  
arrested the man while he 
was working as a gardener 
at a house in Chalong, Capt 
Surachart said.

The arrest followed a 
41-year-old woman report-
ing on Nov 11 that she had 
been raped by a man, Capt 
Surachart explained.

The woman told police 
that at about 10am that day 
she was taking care of her 
vegetable plot on the Ao 
Yon-Khao Khad Rd in 
Moo 6, Wichit, when a man  
approached her with a gun 
and asked her for B200.

She replied that she did 
not have any money with 

her, but she kept her purse 
in her car.

When she turned to walk 
back to her car the man 
grabbed her and dragged 
her into the nearby jungle. 
The man punched her in 
the stomach, removed her 
clothes and raped her, the 
woman said.

The ordeal lasted about 
15 minutes before her at-
tacker fled the scene.

Capt Surachart explained 

that police tracked down the 
suspect by checking footage 
from CCTV cameras and 
questioning people living 
in the area.

With enough evidence, 
police were issued a war-
rant of arrest for the rape 
on Monday, he added.

The suspect was taken to 
Wichit Police Station where 
he has been charged with 
rape, Capt Surachart con-
firmed.  Eakkapop Thongtub

Gardener arrested for rape 
of woman, 41, in Wichit

Police moved in and arrested the man while he 
was working as a gardener at a house in Chalong.  
Photo: Wichit Police

Myanmar arrivals spur fears
Officials ordered to target migrant workers in COVID clampdown
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K USOL DH A R M R E SC U E  
workers are urging people to beware 
snakes around their workplaces and 
homes after a king cobra about two 
metres long was safely caught at a lo-
cal security company office last week.

Rescue workers were called to 
the office, located in Moo 7, Tambon 
Thapkrasattri, in Thalang, at about 
9:20am on Nov 26.

At the office, the rescue team were 
shown a bamboo thicket where the 
cobra was last seen hiding.

A quick search of the immediate 
area located the snake under one of 
the work cabins.

After a few minutes, the rescue 
workers soon had the king cobra 
safely contained in a sack.

“The cobra may have come from 
the Khao Phra Thaeo [protected for-
est] area. There has recently been a 
lot of rain, and animals usually try 
to find somewhere safe to stay and 
avoid the rain,” rescue worker Nat-
thapong Khongkim said.

The snake will be later released 
back into the wild, Mr Natthapong 
confirmed.

“If anyone sees a snake near 
your workplace or accommodation, 
do not try to catch it by yourself as 
you may be harmed by the snake,” 
Mr Natthapong urged.

“Please inform us by calling 
076-246301 for the Phuket Town 
area and 076-621338 for the Thalang 
area. We have workers on standby 
24 hours,” he said.

The warning also comes after a 
female tourist discovered a three-
metre cobra in her villa in Nai Harn 
just a week earlier. 

Eakkapop Thongtub

Snake warning issued
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COVID doubles cost of election

Man killed as car hits bicycle

The cost of holding 
the Phuket Provin-
cial Administrative 

Organisation (PPAO, or 
OrBorJor) election on Dec 
20 will be double what is 
normally required due to the 
COVID-19 ‘New Normal’ 
social-distancing require-
ments.

More polling stations will 
be added to reduce congestion 
of voters under the COVID-19 
‘New Normal’ measures, 
PPAO Acting Chief Watcha-
rin Patomwatthanapong an-
nounced on Nov 24.

The PPAO elections to be 
held throughout the country 
on Dec 20 will be the first 
local elections held in Thai-
land for eight years, since the 
National Council for Peace 
Order (NCPO), headed by 
Army General Prayut Chan-
o-cha, took control of the 
country in May 2014, he said.

“Before this, holding a 
local election cost about 
B12-14 million each time, 
but this year we expect to 
spend about B26mn as we 
have to increase the number 
of polling stations from 370 

A 67-YEAR-OLD MAN DIED  
after the bicycle he was riding was 
struck by a car at the Heroines Monu-
ment in Thalang in the early hours of 
last Sunday (Nov 29).

Sri Puengburee was coming from 
Cherng Talay on his bicycle when 
he was involved in a collision with 
a Mitsubishi Mirage at around 3am 
just after the Heroines Monument 
roundabout, police reported.

Lt Col Kraisorn Bunprasop from 
Thalang Police Station was notified 
about the accident at approximately 
3:20am and proceeded to the scene, 
where he was joined by emergency 
rescue workers shortly after.

On arrival, they discovered Mr 
Sri unconscious on the road having 
sustained serious head injuries. Res-
cue workers rushed him to Thalang 
Hospital, where shortly afterwards 
he was pronounced dead.

Mr Sri’s damaged bicycle lay in 
the outside lane of the road and the 
grey Mitsubishi Mirage, which had 
sustained heavy damage to the bonnet 
and windscreen, was parked nearby.

The driver of the vehicle, 23-year-
old Atthathep Tananto, told police that 
he and two passengers were driving 

to 496 in order reduce con-
gestion and allow people to 
maintain social distancing,” 
Mr Watcharin said.

“We will have about 600 
voters attend each polling 
station,” he added.

“The almost-doubled 
budget will be spent on the 

towards the Heroines Monument 
when the bike appeared and tried to 
cut in front of the car. He was unable 
to avoid the collision.

“Mr Atthathep said the area was not 
well lit and the bicycle had no signal 
lights,” explained Lt Col Kraisorn.

“I took Mr Atthathep to Thalang 
Hospital to check for any alcohol 
reading in his blood but this returned 
negative and he will not be charged in 
this regard,” added Lt Col Kraisorn.

“The investigation will continue 
before we can proceed any further,” 
he concluded.  Eakkapop Thongtub

cost of equipment and hiring 
staff at each polling station. 
The central government has 
already provided the budget 
to the Phuket office of the 
Election Commission [PEC] 
and other relevant officials,” 
Mr Watcharin explained. 

“The PEC will work with 

the PPAO, municipalities and 
local tambon administrations 
[OrBorTor] to hold training 
for polling station staff and to 
publicise information about 
the election to the public,” 
he said.

“On Dec 20, I want every 
Phuket resident to use your 

right to vote for the candidate 
you like, from 8am to 5pm. 
Elect a good candidate to 
develop our island,” he said. 

“Within 15 days after the 
election results have been an-
nounced, the Phuket Governor 
will meet with the new PPAO 
president and councilors to 
vote for the position of Coun-
cil Chairman. Then, about the 
middle of January, they will 
take office,” Mr Watcharin 
explained.

Registration for election 
candidates  closed on Nov 6, 
with five candidates entering 
the race to be elected PPAO 
President, including popu-
lar local politicians Jirayut 
Songyot of the Khon Baan 
Rao Party, Rewat Areerob 
of the Phuket Yatdai Party 
and Sorawut Palimapunt 
of the Phuket Progressive 
Movement Party.

In total, 77 people reg-
istered their candidacy for 
being elected to the PPAO 
Council.

Incumbent PPAO Acting 
Chief Mr Watcharin has al-
ready announced that he will 
not register his candidacy to 
contest the position of PPAO 
President in the upcoming 
PPAO election.

An electronic billboard promotes 
the upcoming PPAO election, 
to be held Dec 20. Photo: PPAO

Photo: Eakkapop Thongtub

The rescue workers soon had 
the king cobra safely in hand.  
Photo: Natthapong Khongkim
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More than 300 local residents 
turned up at Wichit Munici-
pality last week to take part 

in an event organised to help them cope 
with the stress brought on by the current 
economic crisis.

The event, held on Nov 26, was organ-
ised after the municipality conducted an 
online survey of people living in Wichit 
Subdistrict.

The survey asked people how much 
stress they were experiencing from the 
current economic climate, and how well 
they thought they were coping, explained 
Wichit Mayor Kreetha Chotiwichphiphat.

Some of the responses indicated that 
certain people were suffering serious 
stress-related issues, Mayor Kreetha 
said, adding that this is what inspired 
the municipality to hold the event.

“We even had a psychologist avail-
able at the event yesterday [Nov 26] for 
people who are suffering heavily from 
mental stress,” he told The Phuket News.

In total, about 350 people turned 
out for the event, Mayor Kreetha noted.

“The loss of income due to the eco-
nomic crisis brought on by the COVID-19 
situation has resulted in some people in 
the area suffering serious stress, which 
can lead to serious mental health issues,” 
Mayor Kreetha explained.

While Mr Kreetha admitted that the 
root of the people’s problems stemmed 
from their financial situation, the event 
last week included a Buddhist monk 
explaining meditation techniques so that 
people could practice these at home to 
help reduce the physiological effects of 
high stress.

“It was a good opportunity for people 
to realise the importance of mental health 
and to learn techniques of how to deal 
with stress, which will help people to 
maintain their physical health and avoid 

developing mental health problems,” 
he said.

Further workshops to help people 
cope with their current living situations 
are being considered, Mayor Kreeta 
confirmed.

“Yesterday, we completed the first step 
of caring for people’s mental health. We 
are looking at holding similar workshops 
in the future,” he said.

“But at this stage we just wanted to 
focus on people’s emotional and mental 
well-being,” he added.

Phuket City Police Chief Col Theerawat Liamsuwan.  
Photo: Phuket City Police / Facebook / file

Suspect arrested for lethal 
assault in Phuket Town
PHUKET CITY POLICE 
Chief Col Theerawat Liam-
suwan Monday (Nov 30) 
confirmed that police had 
arrested a suspect believed to 
be responsible for the death of 
a 26-year-old man who was 
found beaten unconscious in 
Phuket Town last Friday night 
(Nov 27).

Col Theerawat declined 
to confirm any other details.

“We have already arrest-
ed the suspect,” was all Col 
Theerawat would confirm to 
The Phuket News.

The arrest followed Chok-
chai Aniwat, 26, being rushed 
to Vachira Phuket Hospital just 
after 9pm last Friday night.

Mr Chockchai had suf-
fered severe bruising to his 

head and body and was found 
unconscious on Soi Lo Rong, 
just some two kilometres from 
his home in Soi Taling Chan 
where he lived with his mother 
and girlfriend.

Mr Chockchai never re-
gained consciousness and 
was pronounced dead at 10am 
last Sunday (Nov 29), Phuket 
City Police Chief Investigator 
Lt Col Nucharee Longkaew, 
who was called to the scene 
last Friday night, confirmed.

The arrest followed police 
checking footage from nearby 
CCTV cameras while pursuing 
an investigation into a charge 
of inflicting bodily harm caus-
ing death, Lt Col Nucharee 
also confirmed. 

Eakkapop Thongtub

The event focussed on local residents’ mental well-being in coping with the 
current economic crisis. Photo: Wichit Municipality

OFFICERS FROM THE 
Special Operations Division 
Royal Forestry Department 
Region 12 Office in Krabi 
raided a plot of SorPorKor 
land in Kalim, north of Pa-
tong, last Friday (Nov 27) 
where takian “Thai teak” 
was being harvested.

The Forestry officials, 
along with police from the 
Natural Resources and En-
vironmental Crime Suppres-
sion Division, seized sawn 
pieces of timber valued at 
about B60,000 at the site, 
located in the hills on Phra 
Barami Soi 7.

Boonlarp Suksai, Chief 
of the Royal Forestry De-
partment Region 12 Office 
in Krabi, explained that the 
raid followed a tip-off.

Officers first inspected 
the site last Wednesday 
(Nov 25), and found many 
trees cleared in the area, Mr 
Boonlarp said.

Officers checked maps 
of the area and confirmed 
that some of the trees felled 
were cut down in the adjoin-
ing protected forest area, 
he added.

“A large number of dif-
ferent types of trees have 
been cut down and the wood 
that has been cut has been 
used for processing,” Mr 
Boonlarp explained.

Officers had checked 
with the Phuket branch of the 
Agricultural Land Reform 
Office (Alro), which oversees 
all SorPorKor land on the 
island, and confirmed that 
the SorPorKor plot  involved 
is currently rated to allow the 
growing of fruit and rubber 
trees only, he noted.

The evidence seized in 
the raid supported the pros-
ecution of criminal charges 
for breaches of the Forest Act 

B.E. 2484 and the National 
Reserved Forests Act 1964, 
Mr Boonlarp explained.

“After officers have com-
pleted their thorough inves-
tigation they will inform the 
Patong Police to locate the 
offender and proceed with 
legal proceedings,” he said.

Mr Boonlarp declined to 
give any names of any key 
suspects.

He also did not clarify 
whether any persons had 
been granted SorPorKor 
rights to the land, or whether 
the land was still registered 
as held vacant directly under 
the Phuket Alro office. 

The Phuket News

Takian ‘Thai teak’ worth an estimated B60,000 was 
found at the site. Photo: PR Phuket

Thai teak seized in SorPorKor 
raid in hills north of Patong

Stress, mental health hit 
local officials’ agenda
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‘Co-payment’ project pushed
Subsidised salaries hoped to help boost hiring of fresh graduates

Phuket officials are hoping that 
the national government’s 
salary ‘co-payment’ scheme 

for new graduates will provide 
jobs for some 2,700 new workers 
by year’s end.

Phuket has been allocated a 
relatively high number of regis-
trations for the campaign, Phuket 
Vice Governor Phichet Panaphong 
explained at a meeting on Nov 23.

“Compared to other provinces, 
the quota of new hiring in Phuket 
is quite high. We expect more than 
3,000 people to join this campaign 
by the end of this year, and more 
than 2,700 people to be hired,” V/
Gov Phichet said.

“We expect to help our new 
graduates to be hired and have 
income during this economic cri-
sis,” he added.

V/Gov Phichet announced the 
expectation at a meeting held at 
the Phuket Provincial Employ-
ment Office, joined by the Phuket 
Employment Office Chief Santi 
Nantasuwan and other officers. 

Mr Santi said that the govern-
ment ‘co-payment’ campaign aims 
to assist businesses with paying 
the salaries of 260,000 newly 

hired staff nationwide.
Under the scheme, the gov-

ernment will pay half the new 
graduates’ salaries during the 

first year of employment.
Salaries are set at B15,000 for 

university graduates, B11,500 for 
graduates with advanced voca-

tional certificates, and B9,400 for 
graduates with standard vocational 
certificates. The subsidies will cost 
the state a total of B23.48 billion,  

it was announced last month.
People registering to take advan-

tage of the campaign must be Thai 
nationals who have graduated from 
high-school diploma, vocational 
college course (PorWorChor), a 
higher vocational college course 
(PorWorSor) or have a bachelor’s 
degree and graduated in 2019-2020.

“They also must not have been 
registered with the Social Security 
Office, except those who have been 
registered for performing part-time 
work while studying,” Mr Santi 
explained.

“The quota of fresh graduates 
in Phuket to join this campaign 
is limited to 5,460 people,” Mr 
Santi said.

“From Oct 1 to Nov 23, 680 
people registered to find work 
through the campaign, and 50 
businesses have registered 221 
vacancies,” he said. 

“So far, only 19 people have 
been hired from the companies, 
while four people were disqualified 
after they were found to already 
have been registered with the Social 
Security Office,” Mr Santi noted.

Mr Santi urged any people in-
terested in joining the scheme to 
register at www.จา้งงานเดก็จบใหม.่com. 
Registration will remain open until 
Sept 30, 2021, he said.

Health Minister Anutin at 
an event to promote hemp 
use in products. Photo: NNT

THREE FOREIGN YACHTS 
entered Phuket waters and 
anchored about 6km from Ao 
Por Pier on the island’s east 
coast last Friday (Nov 27) 
before public health teams 
administered the necessary 
COVID-19 testing and quar-
antine procedures on the crew.

Vice Admiral Cherngchai 
Chomcherngpat, Commander 
of the Royal Thai Navy Third 
Area Command and head of 
the Thai Maritime Enforcement 
Command Centre, was present 
at Ao Por Pier and confirmed 
that foreign yachts are now 
permitted to enter the country, 

T H E  G OV E R N M E N T  
plans to allow use of most 
parts of cannabis and hemp 
plants in cosmetics and food, 
the permanent secretary for 
health has announced.

Kiattiphum Wongrajit said 
the Narcotics Control Com-
mittee resolved on Nov 24 to 
exclude the leaves, branches, 
stems, trunks, bark, fibre 
and roots of cannabis and 
hemp from the government’s 
narcotics list, reported the 
Bangkok Post.

This would not include 
shoots, including f lowers, 
which have high drug content.

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) would 
draft a new public health 
regulation to this effect. The 
public health minister would 
then approve it and the new 
regulation would take effect 
when the Royal Gazette pub-
lishes it, he said.

Dr Kiattiphum said use of 
hemp seeds and seed extract, 
as well as cannabidiol (CBD) 
and tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC), at a maximum 0.2% 
content, will also be included.

The permitted parts and 
content must come only from 
authorised producers – gov-
ernment organisations with 
medical and research tasks, 

with last Friday the first day.
“All officials must follow 

the preventive measure orders 
of the Prime Minister Gen Pr-
ayut Chan-o-cha,” commented 
Vice Admiral Cherngchai.

“Yachts are permitted to 

modern and traditional medi-
cal practitioners, universities, 
community-based enterprises 
and community cooperatives.

FDA secretary-general 
Paisal Dunkhum said the 
relaxation was aimed at the 
use of cannabis and hemp for 
personal and healthcare, and 
the production of textiles, gar-
ments, medicines and herbal 
products.

Asked if people would be 
allowed to grow cannabis for 
the permitted purpose, Dr 
Paisal said permission would 
cover people who were ear-
lier authorised to grow it for 
community-based enterprises, 
and cooperatives allowed to 
produce cannabis.

There would be no limita-
tion of the number of cannabis 
plants such individuals or 
groups could grow. 

Bangkok Post

anchor near Naka Island,” 
he added.

“I coordinated the public 
health team from Vachira 
Phuket Hospital to provide 
swab testing to all crew aboard. 
No crew will be permitted to 
make land on Phuket until the 
14-day isolation period has 
been served and all officials 
have correct records in place.”

Phuket Marine Depart-
ment Acting Chief Nachapong 
Pranit conf irmed to The 
Phuket News the three yachts 
were from overseas, one from 
Austria and two from Malay-
sia, and all had requested to 

anchor at Phuket.
“One of the yachts from 

Malaysia which came from 
a port at Langkawi is called 
Cayenne and is manned by a 
British and French couple,” 
said Mr Nachapong.

“The other from Malay-
sia is Investigator ll and the 
Austrian yacht is Crabby,” 
he added.

According to Mr Nacha-
pong, the yachts Crabby and 
Investigator ll had previously 
been based in Phuket before the 
COVID-19 lockdown started. 
They had become stuck on 
open waters due to no country 
permitting them to make land. 
Once the ruling for overseas 
yachts to enter Phuket was 
confirmed they decided to 
return here.

All three are now anchored 
at Ao Por and will undergo 
the mandatory quarantine and 
health safety precaution meas-
ures before they are permitted 
to come ashore.

Mr Nachapong added that 
there are further yachts ex-
pected to enter Phuket waters 
and follow the same procedure.

“They will also have to 
follow the safety measures 
required in order to control 
and prevent the spread of 
COVID-19,” he concluded. 

The Phuket News

Three foreign yachts dock in Phuket Use of cannabis, hemp to be 
allowed in food, cosmetics

Job seekers flocked to the Phuket Job Fair in search 
of work in August. Photo: Eakkapop Thongtub / file

Health workers prepare to 
inspect one of the yachts. 
Photo: NNT
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Expect protests to intensify
Protest leaders unfazed as they face lese majeste charges

Anti-government protests 
are expected to continue 
as five leaders of the Peo-

ple’s Movement reported to Chana 
Songkram Police Station on Monday 
(Nov 30) to hear charges of lese 
majeste brought under Section 
112 of the Criminal Code over the 
demonstration at Sanam Luang on 
Sept 19-20.

They are Arnon Nampha, Parit 
“Penguin” Chiwarak, Panusya 
“Rung” Sithijirawattanakul, Pan-
upong “Mike” Chadnok, and Patiwat 
Saraiyaem alias “Molam Bank”.

They were responding to police 
summonses, and were accompanied 
by two counsel from Thai Lawyers 
for Human Rights, Krisdang Nutch-
arat and Noraseth Nanongtoom.

Mr Arnon said he was not wor-
ried about the charge and was ready 
to fight it in the judicial process. He 
strongly believed that evidence at 
hand would clear him of the charge.

“It is now time for us to speak 
straightforwardly about the royal 
institution. Even if what we say 
goes unheard and laws are used to 
shut our mouths, we will continue 
to fight,” he said.

He also believes the protests 
will intensify next year and the 

lese majeste case would draw more 
people to join the movement as it 
highlights injustice in the country.

Ms Panusya said the People’s 
Movement’s proposal for reform 
of the royal institution was truly 
aimed at attaining reform, not its 
abolition. Although Section 112 

had been revived to deal with the 
protests, it would not deter the 
movement, she said.

Pol Col Atthawit Saisueb, deputy 
commander of the Metropolitan 
Police Sub-division 1, said since 
the five suspects had responded 
to the summonses they would be 

released unconditionally after they 
had given their statements.

‘GALVANISE THE 
MOVEMENT’

Protests continued last Sunday 
outside 11th Infantry Regiment in 
Bang Khen district of Bangkok, one 

AN ADVANCE AGREE-
ment with AstraZeneca to 
secure a supply of its COV-
ID-19 vaccine and for local 
production with technology 
from the British-Swedish 
firm was signed by Thailand 
last Friday (Nov 27).

The agreement comes 
amid reports that AstraZen-
eca is preparing to conduct 
new global trials, after critics 
questioned aspects of an ear-
lier trial that produced results 
showing up to 90% efficacy 
of the vaccine. However, 
CEO Pascal Soriot said he 
didn’t expect the additional 
trial to hold up regulatory 
approvals in the UK and 
European Union.

In addition to supplying 
the vaccine to Thailand, 
AstraZeneca will also sup-
port the local mass produc-
tion of the doses by Siam 
Bioscience.

The number of doses to 
be supplied to Thailand was 
not disclosed. But Prime 
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha 
said last Thursday that the 
contract was for the purchase 
of 26 million doses, enough 

for 13 million people, as each 
person needs two shots.

Opas Kankawinphong, 
the director-general of the 
Disease Control Depart-
ment, and National Vaccine 
Institute director Nakorn 
Premsri represented Thai-
land in signing the deal 
with James Teak, president 
of AstraZeneca Thailand, at 
Government House.

Gen Prayut, who pre-
sided over the ceremony, 
expects the vaccine will be 
available next year and the 
government will be ready 
to give all people access 
to it, government spokes-
man Anucha Buranachaisri 
confirmed.

The government has 
prepared a research and 

development fund for Thai-
land to produce the Oxford 
University-developed re-
search vaccine locally in the 
fight against the coronavirus, 
the prime minister added.

AstraZeneca is currently 
in the last stage of vaccine 
trials before seeking final 
regulatory approvals for 
broad distribution of the 
long-awaited vaccine to end 
the outbreak of the virus 
that has crippled the global 
economy.

Siam Bioscience is a 
leading local pharma compa-
ny involved in research and 
development of medicines, 
medical equipment and 
healthcare products. ACM 
Sathitphong Sukwimol, the 
company chairman, also 
witnessed the ceremony.

Mr Soriot, who joined 
the event via teleconference, 
praised Thailand for keeping 
the virus under control. He 
said the country’s vaccine 
production capacity in the 
future would also give other 
Southeast Asian countries 
access to the vaccine. 

Bangkok Post

The vacc ine  s ign ing 
ceremony on Nov 28. 
Photo: Government House.

Thailand signs AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 vaccine agreement

of the camps for the King’s Guard.
The previous day protesters 

gathered near the Imperial World 
Samrong shopping mall in Samut 
Prakan before marching to the Bang 
Na intersection to rally. Some pro-
testers spray-painted traffic police 
kiosks with messages criticising the 
police for “ditching the people” and 
smashed kiosk windows.

A parallel rally was also held 
in Nonthaburi, where Shinawat 
“Bright” Chankrachang led pro-
testers to the provincial hall and 
occupied the nearby Kae Rai in-
tersection. 

Internal security officials have 
stated that several symbolic days 
on the calendar are set to galvanise 
the movement and mean the protests 
continue throughout this month.

The Constitutional Court’s ruling 
on whether Prime Minister Prayut 
Chan-o-cha is guilty of occupying 
a house meant for military officials 
and Constitution Day on Dec 10 
are two key events that will impact 
the movement, Thanakorn Wang-
boonkongchana, a secretary to PM’s 
Office Minister Anucha Nakasai, 
said last Saturday (Nov 28).

However, he confirmed that 
the possibility of a military coup 
to defuse the political tension has 
been ruled out.

People’s Movement leaders Panupong Chadnok, 
Parit Chiwarak, Panusya Sithijirawattanakul 
and Arnon Nampha. Photo: Apichart Jinakul
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I
n this stressful time of worldwide uncertainty, 
wondering what new and unexpected things 
are going to turn up next, isn’t it great to have 
something cheerful to look forward to? 

As an American, I am finding, as we prepare 
the Christmas Pantomime, ‘Aladdin’, that this 
is as nostalgic a Christmas event for Brits and 
those from the Commonwealth, as A Christmas 

Carol or turkey with stuffing and cranberry sauce 
are for Americans. We have heard so many people 
exclaiming it’s just what is needed to make this 
Christmas festive! So many of us, who might have cel-
ebrated in our home country or had relatives visiting, 
may be feeling homesick or a little sad this year. We 
are therefore delighted to do something to help allevi-
ate that for people all over the island.

“But wait a minute! What’s this Joel Adams guy on 
about?” Oops, I got a little ahead of myself. Theatrix 
is preparing its first-ever English-style pantomime, 
Aladdin: A Christmas Panto, at the Underwood Art 
Factory on the evenings of Dec 11, 12 – and 13, and 
it’s guaranteed to be a barrel of fun. 

All proceeds go to the charity, The Good Shepherd 
Phuket Town, with their own Chantal Fernandes as 
our co-producer working overtime to bring all the 
elements of costumes, props, sets, lights, sound, etc., 
together in time, not to mention pre-show and inter-
val entertainment. She is a wonder and we really 

couldn’t have done the show without her. 
The Good Shepherd Phuket Town, 

helmed by Sister Lakana, runs amaz-
ing programmes, from feeding starving 
families in the slum areas of Phuket 
Town to protecting migrant women and 
children from human trafficking and 
exploitation through education. If you 
are looking to give back to the com-
munity, you are welcome to join their 
Volunteer Program which currently 
has 16 volunteers teaching nine sub-
jects and changing over 240 children’s 
lives. Many of the volunteers have com-
mented that it has been one of the most 
rewarding and heart-warming experi-
ences that they have had on Phuket.

We also have the privilege of having 
Tony Edwards directing us. Tony has 
years of experience in movies such as 
‘Star Trek IV ’, ‘Starman’ and ‘Hot Shots’ 
and on TV in ‘Seinfeld’, ‘House’ and 
‘Mad About You’. He is also well-known 
for his improv and standup comedy 
in LA, California. Fortunately for us, 
has retired here and is an enthusiastic 
member of Theatrix. 

The cast of the play is extremely 
varied with members hailing from 
England, the Netherlands, the USA, 
France, Thailand, Myanmar and 
Wales. Varying in age from 9-years-old 
all the way up to, well, we won’t talk 
about that. But suffice it to say, all of 
Shakespeare’s seven ages of man are 
represented except the infantile. 

I am excited to transform into the 
Dame “Widow Twankey”, the type of 
role I have long wanted to play. I even 
get to do my version of singing. I’m not 
going to win any Grammys, but I’m 
having fun. It’s also a pleasure for me 
to concentrate purely on acting. For the 
first time since Theatrix was founded, 
I am not involved in the directorial side 
of the production and that has been a 
relief, I can tell you. 

Let’s not forget the Underwood Fam-
ily, whose amazing team led by Mango 
Yordbear, is fast building a cultural 

A Merry Panto Christmas to you all!
Iwiyisi Tasker as the Empress in costume.

Joel Adams, the article writer and 
playing the Widow Twankey in the play. Tony Edwards, the director.

centre for the arts in Phuket. The Un-
derwood Art Factory’s unique setting 
has all the interesting atmosphere you 
could want, for theatre and arts enthu-
siasts together with exceptional food 
and drinks from their popular restau-
rant, The Grind Cafe. Their sets and 
décor are always a wonder and we ex-
pect no less from their efforts this time. 
Expect more marvelous productions 
from this marvelous venue.

So, what can you expect of this 
event? It’s FUN for all ages. You can ex-
pect lots of slapstick and adult comedy, 
songs, cross gender casting and general 
mayhem and fun. For those of you who 
are not familiar with English-style 
pantos, loud audience reactions are 
expected. You cheer the hero, boo the 
villain, argue with the cast like this: 
‘No, they’re not’, ‘Yes, they are’, ‘No, 
they’re not’, ‘Yes, they are’, ‘Are they?’ 
You’re expected to warn the clueless 
protagonists when danger is near and 
more; nobody knows what you might 
be called on to do. Just accept it that 
you are not going for an evening to sit 
back and relax and enjoy a show that 
takes place without you. You are an 
integral part of the evening, so join in 
with vigour!

Tickets are priced at B500 for chil-
dren and B900 for adults. The doors 
open at 6pm with carol singing by the 
“Good Shepherd Phuket Town Choir”. 
Delicious food and drink will also be 
available from The Grind Café. The 
curtain rises at 6:45pm and the show 
begins! There will be an interval 
between the acts and all should be 
finished before 9:30pm. There will be 
photo ops for the kids, after the show 
and general mixing and mingling, so 
don’t rush off. Hang around and let us 
get to know you and you us. 

For more details search Facebook for 
“Aladdin Christmas Panto” or contact 
Chantal at 089 874 2942 or email  
chantal.fernandes@gmail.com

Joel Adams

THE PLAY’S
THE THING!
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T
he Gibbon Rehabilitation 
Project located in the Khao 
Phra Thaew protected forest 
reserve in central Phuket is 
looking for volunteers to help 
hike supplies to an acclimati-
sation cage deep in the forest 
where a family of five gibbons 

will be released into the wild.
The gibbons were relocated to the 

acclimatisation cage last Sunday (Nov 
22), explained Emma Le Cornu, an 
Australian working with the volunteer 
project.

“We have relocated a family of five 
gibbons that have been rescued from an 
abandoned zoo to its last stage at the 
acclimatisation cage before releasing 
them someday in February 2021. To aid 
with their reintegration, we will be hik-
ing daily to the site of their new home, 
carrying essential supplies and food for 
this meaningful task,” she said.

“We are looking for passionate vol-
unteers with an intermediate fitness 
level to join our team trek into the for-
est, helping us carry supplies and food” 
Emma added.

The trek will be through what is 
considered the last remaining rainfor-
est in Phuket. Volunteers will need to 
hike three hours each way, covering a 

Volunteers wanted to help return 
captive gibbons to the wild

The Tonmai Family of gibbons has been 
relocated to a last-stage acclimatisation 
cage before they will be released into the 
wild. Photo: Gibbon Rehabilitation Project

you B200 an entry),” Emma said.
“It is our mission to help illegally 

captive gibbons regain their freedom,” 
explained Thanaphat Payakkaporn, 
secretary general of the Wild Ani-
mal Rescue Foundation of Thailand 
(WARF), under which the Gibbon Reha-
bilitation Project operates.

“Forty years ago, gibbons were 
poached to extinction in Phuket. These 
small apes not only lost their habitat 
due to deforestation, but have been 
wrongly poached and sold as pets and 
for tourism. Since 1992, the Gibbon Re-
habilitation Project has been rescuing, 
rehabilitating and repopulating gibbons 
back into the wild,” he said.

If you want to help but are unable 
to physically or geographically, then 
please visit our website where you can 
donate, shop and even sponsor a gibbon. 
Please share this with your family and 
friends and spread the word.

“We believe every effort can go a long 
way in helping return Thailand’s most 
intelligent wildlife species back to where 
they belong… in nature,” he added.

To register to volunteer with the 
project, visit the Gibbon Rehabilita-
tion Project website or call them at 088 
590 9714. Enquiries can also be made 
through the Gibbon Rehabilitation  
Project Facebook page (Facebook:  
GibbonRehabilitationProject) or by 
email to grp@gibbonproject.org.

distance of about four kilometres with 
an elevation of 420 meters.” she noted.

“We start the trek at 7am and re-
turn to the starting point before 4pm,” 
she added.

In addition to carrying about three 
kilogrammes of supplies and food for 
gibbons, volunteers will be asked to 
help observe and gather research data 
about the state of the rainforest.

“The reserve is an untouched, wild 
jungle, you MUST always follow our 
instructions at all times,” Emma noted 
clearly.

Volunteers must be at least 18-years- 
old with an “open-minded and smiling 
personality.”

Volunteers must be physically fit 

and have personal insurance covered in 
case of any accidents.

Fluency in English is required and 
the ability to speak Thai is a bonus.

“Bring your own food and water and 
insect spray. The dress code requires a 
long sleeved top, pants and boots. We 
are looking for at least two to three 
days’ commitment,” Emma explained.

While volunteering is free, a ฿2,500 
registration fee is required to join the 
programme.

“This small fee can only feed just a 
little over half of our gibbons in care 
for one day. However, you will also be 
given orientation, a shirt, and access 
to the national park on your work day 
(which normally the Park will charge 
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Dec 4, 1954
The first Burger King opens 
in Miami.

Dec 5, 1952
The Great Smog: A cold fog 
descends upon London, com-
bining with air pollution and 
killing at least 12,000 in the 
weeks and months that follow.

Dec 6, 1768
The first edition of the Ency-
clopædia Britannica is pub-
lished.

Dec 7, 1972
Apollo 17, the last Apollo moon 
mission, is launched. The crew 
takes the photograph known as 
The Blue Marble as they leave 
the Earth.

Dec 8, 2013
Riots break out in Singapore 
after a fatal accident in Little 
India.

Dec 9, 1953
Red Scare: General Electric 
announces that all communist 
employees will be discharged 
from the company.

Dec 10, 1932
Thailand becomes a constitu-
tional monarchy.

Source: Wikipedia

This week
in history

Got an unusual or particularly beautiful picture of Phuket?
Email it to execeditor@classactmedia.co.th

ISLAND VIEW

Got an unusual or particularly beautiful picture of Phuket?
Email it to execeditor@classactmedia.co.th

Sunset silhouette. Photo: Celina Manaois

ISLAND VIEW

Solutions to last week’s puzzles:

Answers to this week’s Pop Quiz:

Crossword by Myles Mellor & Sally York

1) 54; 2) Bunny Austin (1938); 3) Sao Paulo;  
4) Sundance Film Festival; 5) Energy

Across
1. Hamburg’s river
5. George Eliot or 

George Sand, e.g.
10. Spain and 

Manchester United 
soccer star

14. Drudgery
15. Slip away
16. Deity for Nefertiti
17. Being petty over 

money
20. Categorize
21. Aggressive one
22. Cocktail ingredient
24. Los Angeles 

attraction, with “the”
25. World’s second 

largest island
29. Firefighter’s need
33. Advisory
34. Pitcher Hershiser
35. Little butter?
38. Cynical foreign 

policy
42. Cardinal’s insignia
43. Spanish for kiss
44. David of “The Pink 

Panther”
45. Bill addendum
46. Federal ___ 

Commission
47. Eisenberg of “The 

Social Network”
51. Skater, Babilonia
53. Pulls off

57. Scarcely 
detectable 
amount

62. Making the rounds 
as a lawman

64. Vogue competitor
65. Aqua ___
66. “Casablanca” role
67. Cartographer’s 

septet
68. Pelé’s real first 

name
69. Creator of Charlie 

and Matilda

Down
1. European erupter
2. Clark’s girlfriend
3. Popular pens
4. Nevada’s second-

largest county
5. “The Optimist’s 

Daughter” author
6. Old Danish coin
7. “___ Lisa” (Louvre 

attraction)
8. Combines
9. “Homer and ___ 

Hail Mary Pass” 
(“The Simpsons” 
episode)

10. Mrs. Eisenhower
11. Not perfectly 

upright
12. Church doctrine
13. Ticked off

SUDOKU

GOT YOUR 
NUMBER

Medium

1
gramme of king cobra venom 

can kill 150 people.

21
was how old Mussolini was 

when he was homeless 
and living under a bridge in 

Switzerland.

20,000
to 35,000 words is the 

vocabulary of the average 
English-speaking person, and 
they can find the right one in 

600 milliseconds.

500,000
birds are killed each year by 
wind farms in the US alone.

429
trillion
times brighter than our Sun, 

quasars are the brightest 
things in the universe.

Source: Uberfacts

The Blue Marble. Photo: Apollo 17 / NASA

18. Mistakes section
19. Othello’s betrayer
23. Worn away
25. 60s apartments
26. More than some
27. ___-mell
28. Website address
30. Hop out of bed
31. Kick out
32. Not so good
35. Intoxicant
36. Finished off the 

cake
37. Fraction of a 

newton
39. Baseball score
40. Prompt
41. Fallen space 

station
45. Kind of organ
47. Mocks
48. Élève’s place
49. N.F.L. coaching 

legend Don
50. Math ratios
52. Whitish
54. On the qui 

___--alert
55. Arthurian lady
56. Certain NCO’s
58. Bibliographical 

abbr.
59. Crème ___ crème
60. Long, deep cut
61. More as well
63. Eastern philosophy

1. How many countries are in Africa?
2. Who was the last British player to reach the Wimbledon 
men’s singles final before Andy Murray in 2012?
3. Which city in Brazil has the greatest population?
4. Actor Robert Redford named which film festival after 
a Wild West outlaw?
5. What does the ‘E’ stand for in the equation E=MC2?

Answers below, centre
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All you can eat 
Sunday Roast Buffet

Beef, Pork and Lamb – Cauliflower, Broccoli, Peas, Carrots, 
fried mushrooms, grilled tomatoes – Yorkshire pudding – 
roasted potatoes, mashed  potatoes – gravy, mushroom 
sauce, mint sauce. Reservations recommended. B350 P/P.  
shakersphuket@gmail.com 081 891 4381.

Mussels night @ Shakers
1.2kg mussels served with French fries, your choice, 
your style: natural, marnière, Provençale, garlic 
and cream or Thai style. Reservations recom-
mended B295 P/P. shakersphuket@gmail.com 
081 891 4381.

All you can eat BBQ Ribs night
6pm – 11pm: All you can eat BBQ Ribs served 
with salad buffet, potato salad & choice of sauces. 
Reservation recommended. 295 baht P/P. shaker-
sphuket@gmail.com, 081 891 4381.

Angel Market is back 
at Cassia Laguna Phuket

Angel Market is back at Cassia Laguna Phuket!! 
Every first weekend of the month, you are invited to 
enjoy awesome market items from airline angels, 
Foam & pool party, with live band, DJ and a lot of 
games & entertainment. Special FREE 100THB 
credit to shop around the market when book a room 
at Cassia Phuket starting from THB 699 net per night 
or THB 999 for two nights, plus heaps more free stuff! 
Call 076356999 for more information.

2020 Thai Expat Club 
AFL Andaman Cup

Phuket Power v Thailand Tigers. 11am - 1pm, at 
the Alan Cooke Ground in Thalang. The Thai Expat 
Club AFL Andaman Cup is a landmark event in the 
development of Australian Rules Football in the 
southern region and it will be attended by Matthew 
Barclay, the Australian Consul-General in Phuket. 
Support and sponsorship of AFL on the Island has 
come from Legends Bar Patong, Lady Pie, The 
Phuket News, Thai Expat Club, Bangkok Hospital 
Siriroj and Bench Fitness. Spectators and new 
players are welcome to attend on the day. Drinks, 
burgers, Lady Pies and vegetarian dishes will be 
available at the ground. https://www.facebook.com/
events/425157302210012/

Lagoon Saloon Phuket
The Lagoon Saloon Phuket (the LSP) is Boat La-
goon’s newest night-time venue and caters to all 
private parties either personal or business related. 
Treat your family, friends or colleagues to a great 
night out to finish off 2020 in style! Visit the Lagoon 
Saloon Phuket’s Facebook page to see photos of 
recent events and get in touch! A variety of party 
packages are available depending upon your require-
ment. Lagoon Saloon Phuket, Phuket Boat Lagoon, 
lagoonsaloonphuket@gmail.com,  082 222 7499 

ALADDIN - A Christmas Panto
Laughter and fun for all ages! Full Production with 
amazing Actors from Theatrix. Spellbound sets from 
the Underwood Art Factory. Get into the Christmas 

All you can eat BBQ night
6pm – 11pm: Beef, Pork, Chicken, Burgers, Sausages, 
Prawns and Squid, Salad buffet, Choice of potatoes 
and sauces, bread, buns and garlic bread. Reservation 
recommended. B395 P/P. shakersphuket@gmail.com 
081 891 4381.

Phuket SWAPSHOP presents 
CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA

Phuket SWAPSHOP is back for Christmas Ex-
travaganza 12.12.20 @ Friendship Beach Resort 
3PM-9PM. Now is the time to have a clear-out and 
gather your beautiful pre-loved treasures for a festive 
SWAP! All proceeds will go to St. Euphrasia’s BanYa 
Literacy Centre which faces closure due to lack of 
funds. Therefore, all proceeds donated through this 
event will help to keep the school open in Jan 2021!

Christmas Eve Dinner Buffet & 
Party @ Friendship Beach

Friendship Beach Waterfront Resort Rawai welcomes 
you to join us for our Christmas Eve Dinner Buffet & 
Party. Traditional Buffet featuring Imported Roast 
Turkey, Christmas Ham, Apple Sausage Stuffing, 
Cranberry Port Sauce, and a large selection of Ap-
petizers, Sides, Salads & Desserts. Live Music with 
Colin Hill, Welcome Cocktail, and a visit from Santa 
Claus with Gifts for the Kids. Adults THB 999++ 
Children under 12 THB 400 ++ For Reservations 
Call ( 66) 89 7285304 or ( 66) 84 689 4566 Chef 
Charlie, 27/1 Soi Mittrapap, Rawai Phuket 83130,  
chef@friendshipbeach.com

Le Chaine De Rotisseur 
Phuket Christmas lunch 

at Sala
We are delighted to invite you to our traditional 
Christmas Lunch. For another year we are spending a 
long lunch and afternoon at the beautiful Sala Phuket 
Mai Khao. Anyone who has previously attended can 
vouch for a delicious meal. Don’t wait to book as we 
have a limit to 30 persons. 4000 TBH for members 
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PROPERTY 
FOR RENT

CARS, TRUCKS FOR SALE

SERVICES

EVERY DAY

DAILY EVENT
UPDATES ON

Cherished VW New Beetle
2000 Reg.; Auto; 1984cc; Private Owner Sale; B475,000. Excellent Condition; Very Good Service Re-
cord; Accident Free; Recent Paint Job Black Leather Seats; Alloy Wheels; Camera; Sunroof; Two Careful  
Owners; 86,700 km. Kata Hill Location; Greg 092 693 2622 agphilpott@hotmail.com

Luxury Hotel Consulting / F&B
Luxury resort consult solutions www.cuttingedgeconsults.com Culinary all aspects including chef / FB 
coverage F&B Management Recruiting

140m2 2BR CONDO in 
LAGUNA AREA

200m to Bang Tao, 2 pools, Jacuzzi, 
sauna, gym, BBQ, 30sqm terrace. Free: 
bikes, electric scooters, drinking water, 
coconuts, 3TVs, Netflix, 200TV chan-
nels. HALF PRICE

Spirit! Tickets from B500 Child B900 Adult Contact: 
0898742942 or email; chantal.fernandes@gmail.com 
6pm Doors open. Food and drinks available from The 
Grind Cafe and Carol Singing from the Good Shep-
herd Phuket Town Students 6.45pm Show starts with 
2 Acts & Interval 9.30pm Finish Location: Underwood 
Art Factory, Bypass Road (just before Ikea)

and 4500 THB for guests. Smart Casual with your 
Chaine ribbon and a Christmas spirit. www.facebook.
com/laChainePhuket
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AUSTCHAM – PHUKET BUSINESS BRIEFING & SUNDOWNERS
AustCham Thailand, in collaboration with Australian Alumni, British Chamber of Commerce Thailand (BCCT), Belgian-Luxembourg/Thai Chamber of Commerce, CanCham 
Thailand, Franco-Thai Chamber of Commerce (FTCC), German-Thai Chamber of Commerce (GTCC) and the Netherlands-Thai Chamber of Commerce (NTCC), hosted a 
members briefing – Straight Talk – Phuket High Season and Phuket Sundowners on Nov 13, 2020 at Angsana Laguna Phuket.

PHUKET’S BEST BURGER 6 - ‘GREATNESS, REDEMPTION, GLORY’

Prime Burger – Winner Phuket’s Best Burger Plant Based 2020.
K. Jirayut, David, K. Woravee, K. Nasamon and K. Kanchana

Holiday Inn – Winner Phuket’s Best Burger 2020.
K. Pornperm, K. Teerayuth, K. Uthen, Raffaele and K. Somboon

Anton & Deedee.

Jason, Claude and George. Straight Talk panel.

Sundowner sponsors.

Held at Blue Tree Phuket on Nov 14, 2020, over 2,500 people saw the battle for Phuket’s best burger, with 30 different burgers to try. Meat, vegetarian and vegan, 
there was something for everyone. Fantastic live music from lucidsista and the amazing Daisy. Full results: Phuket’s Best Burger - 1st Holiday Inn Phuket Resort, 
2nd Hilton Phuket, 3rd Prime Burger. Phuket’s Best Burger Plant Based - 1st Prime Burger, 2nd Vegan Table, 3rd Forward Organic and QSI school with Burger Café 
by Chef Tan. The event was proudly sponsored by - BBQ Shop, The Phuket News, Window on Phuket, Where to Eat in Phuket, Really Good Deli, Villa Market. Venue 
Sponsor and pictures by Blue Tree Phuket. Congrats to the organiser, Shark Productions, on another great event.
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FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

Farewell to a flawed genius
Tributes pour in as enigmatic Maradona passes away aged 60 

Diego Armando Mara-
dona, arguably the 
greatest player to 

ever play the game who tran-
scended the sport to become 
a global icon, passed away 
on Nov 25 at the age of 60.

Even non-football enthu-
siasts are generally familiar 
with Maradona: the football 
deity of sublime talent, flawed 
genius rebel with a wild self-
destructive streak, he leaves 
a mark like no other.

Raised in poverty in the 
Buenos Aires slums without 
running water or electricity, 
he would kick an orange, a 
crumpled newspaper or a 
bundle of rags to susbstitue 
a football wherever he went. 
From a very early age, the 
football was his special toy.

He progressed rapidly, 
making his international 
debut at 16 and earning a 
big money move to Barce-
lona. However, it was in Italy 
that he found his home with 
unfancied Napoli where he 

single-handedly inspired them 
to two league championships 
and a UEFA Cup.

Similarly with Argentina 

as they won the 1986 World 
Cup. The infamous game 
against England epitomised 
the man perfectly as the 

football genius and crafty 
street urchin both reared 
their heads within minutes 
of one-another.

For an individual to be 
so dominant in a team sport 
and elevate a collective to 
such levels is unprecedented. 
Pele, Messi, Cruyff, Zidane, 
Ronaldo, Best, all fantastic 
players but in very compe-
tent teams with impressive 
supporting casts. Maradona 
practically stood alone.

‘TRUE LOVE’
“Nowhere was he as happy 
as on the pitch, where he had 
a date with his true love: the 
ball,” former national team-
mate Jorge Valdano told La 
Marca.

“He had the peripheral 
vision of an owl; the elegant 
nobility of a magician per-
forming an illusion that tricks 
everyone; the power of a 4x4 
to pull away, escaping; flaw-
less passing to combine with 
teammates; lethal shooting, 
and a Napoleonic personal-
ity with which to go into the 
greatest battles.”

He played on pitches that 
were akin to quagmires dur-
ing football’s most brutally 
defensive era. He was kicked 
incessantly throughout his 
career, to the point where 

he had difficulty walking in 
later life. Yet he was always 
undeterred, a steely toughness 
crafted in the barrios of his 
youth where there was no 
referee or protection.

His life off the pitch was 
always full of controversy; 
extra-marital affairs, involve-
ment with the mafia, drink 
and drug addiction. Yet fans 
identified with his rebellious-
ness and vulnerability, evi-
dence of the human beneath 
the star persona. They saw 
someone like them, who 
came from the streets and 
who embodied all the flaws 
and contradictions they did.

During his time at Napoli 
there were 515 newborns 
named after him. There is 
A Church of Maradona in 
Buenos Aires. When he re-
turned to Argentina to coach 
in later years, a throne was 
constructed for him to sit on 
pitch side. The Napoli stadium 
is to be named after him. He 
is revered like no other.

He may now be gone but 
he will never be forgotten. 
As Lionel Messi said in his 
tribute: “Maradona isn’t gone. 
He is eternal.”

TOTTENHAM DEMON-
strated the steely efficiency 
they have honed under Jose 
Mourinho to take a precious 
point at fellow title contend-
ers Chelsea last Sunday (Nov 
29), a result that maintained 
their position at the summit 
of the table. 

The 0 -0 at Stamford 
Bridge was a fairly dour af-
fair with both sides exercising 
caution and refusing to play 
into the other’s hands. But 
hard-fought, niggly draws 

such as this, built on disci-
pline and a defensive solidity, 
have long been the Mourinho 
trademark and add fuel to the 
argument that his team are 
legitimate title contenders.

Spurs remain level with 
Liverpool on points with 
Chelsea two points behind 
in third place.

The Reds played out an 
eventful 1-1 draw at Brighton 
and were left ruing several 
VAR decisions that prevented 
them taking all three points, 
despite the hosts missing a 
first half penalty. 

Goals by Mohamed Salah 

and Sadio Mane were chalked 
off due to slim offside calls 
then a contentious penalty 
was awarded against them 
in injury time courtesy of 
VAR when Andy Robertson 
was adjudged to have fouled 
Danny Welbeck.

Pascal Gross stepped up to 
hammer home the spot-kick 
and give the Seagulls a share 
of the spoils. 

FOXES RAIDED
Elsewhere, Leicester City suf-
fered a shock home defeat to 
Fulham who finally managed 
to banish their missed penalty 

curse to triumph 2-1. Ivan 
Cavaleiro scored from the spot 
after missing in the previous 
game against Everton; team-
mates Ademola Lookman and 
Aleksandar Mitrovic had also 
both missed spot kicks this 
season. The result leaves the 
Foxes in fourth place.

West Ham moved into 
fifth place courtesy of a 2-1 
win over Aston Villa and 
Wolves beat Arsenal 2-1 at 
The Emirates in a match 
overshadowed by a sickening 
clash of heads between David 
Luiz and Raul Jimenez which 
left the latter hospitalised 
and stoked the argument 
for football to introduce a 
concussion substitute rule 
similar to that successfully 
used in the likes of Rugby.

Edinson Cavani was the 
hero for Manchester United 
as his two goals capped a late 
3-2 comeback win against 
Southampton. The Saints 
were 2-0 ahead going into 
the second half before the 
Uruguayan’s introduction. 
He assisted Bruno Fernandes 
to score then plundered two 
expertly taken headed goals, 
the second in injury time, to 
seal the win.  

West Brom managed their 
first win of the season in a 
battle against Sheffield United 

Spurs stay top, Foxes shocked and Liverpool rue VAR calls

Diego Armando Maradona. 1960-2020. Photo: AFP

at the bottom of the table. 
Conor Gallagher scored the 
game’s only goal in a price-
less win for the Baggies, a 

result that leaves the Blades 
marooned in last place with 
only one point from 10 games. 

Ben Tirebuck

Jose Mourinho with Spurs goalkeeper Hugo Lloris after 
the 0-0 draw with Chelsea. Photo: AFP
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FORMULA ONE

Tanawin Rongkaw, known as ‘The Lek’. Photo: Helen Tran

Phuket Muay Thai child 
prodigy dreaming big

MUAY THAI

Bahrain GP overshadowed 
by Grosjean horror smash

Lewis Hamilton controlled the 
Bahrain Grand Prix to take 
victory after a fireball smash 

had Romain Grosjean sent to hospital 
and the race suspended on lap one last 
Sunday (Nov 29).

Grosjean’s Haas car left the track 
at around 240km/h after tangling with 
Daniil Kvyat at turn three and slammed 
into the steel barriers, breaking in two.

The front section of the car wedged 
itself among the rails and burst into 
flames, trapping the Frenchman inside 
for 20 seconds until he released his belts 
and climbed from the burning wreckage.

The medical car was immediately 
on site to receive the shocked 34-year-
old, who was helicoptered to hospital 
with minor burns and suspected broken 
ribs. He has since been discharged and 
is okay.

Circuit authorities took more than 
75 minutes to clear the charred remains 
of the Formula One car and repair the 
barriers before racing could resume.

However, merely a lap later and the 
race was neutralised again, this time to 
rescue Lance Stroll from his overturned 
Racing Point, flipped by an errant Daniil 
Kvyat, who was penalised for the error.

Once racing resumed Hamilton was 

largely untroubled thereafter to record 
his 11th win of the year and was was 
joined on the podium by Max Verstappen 
and Alex Albon for Red Bull Racing’s 
first double rostrum finish of the year.

Thai driver Albon had a solid race 
but was undoubtedly lucky to score his 
second podium of the year when Sergio 
Perez, who had jumped him for third 
on the first lap, suffered a power unit 
failure with two laps to go.

The result was vital tonic for Albon, 
who is so far still without a contract 
for 2021, the team giving him until the 
end of the year to justify his position.

“It felt like the last few races have 
been getting better and better,” he 
said. “The results haven’t really been 
showing it.

“It just feels good – it feels good 
obviously, a double podium for us. 
I’m happy.”

M I K E T YSON’S R E- 
turn to boxing at age 54 end-
ed in a draw with 51-year-old 
Roy Jones Jr. Last Saturday 
(Nov 28) in Los Angeles in 
an eight-round exhibition 
battle of former heavyweight 
champions.

Fifteen years after retir-
ing, Tyson made his come-
back at the Staples Center 
without spectators in a pay-
per-view matchup that mixed 
curiosity and nostalgia.

California State Athletic 
Commission officials re-
quired two-minute rounds 
instead of the usual three-
minute rounds, mandated 
larger than normal 12-ounce 
gloves, said neither fighter 
could seek a knockout and 
declared there could be no of-
ficial winner in safety moves 
for the over-50 fighters.

“Sometimes that two 
minutes felt like three min-
utes,” Tyson said. “I’m glad 
I got this under my belt and 
I’m looking forward to doing 
it again.”

An “unofficial” panel 

of former World Boxing 
Council champions at ring-
side scored the bout a draw, 
an outcome that Tyson ap-
plauded despite appearing 
to dominate.

“I’m good with that,” 
Tyson said, admitting he 
thought he had won the fight.

Jones, who looked tired 
and grabbed Tyson much 
of the fight, was unhappy 
at a draw.

Tyson came out aggres-
sive and fast, swinging and 
connecting often to the body 
of Jones, who was able to 
hit and evade at times, then 

hugging Tyson often when 
all else failed.

Tyson, who entered 50-6 
with 44 knockouts, lost 100 
pounds and began training 
again, his desire to get back 
in shape becoming a hunger 
to strap on the gloves once 
more.

Jones, who entered 66-9 
with 47 knockouts, had not 
fought since a February 2018 
cruiserweight victory. He 
hoped a solid effort against 
Tyson might set up a fight 
with 45-year-old Brazilian 
mixed martial arts star An-
derson Silva. AFP

BOXING

THE OLD SAYING GOES 
“start them young”, and that 
certainly is the case for a local 
Phuket boy who is causing 
quite a stir in Muay Thai 
circles.

Tanawin Rongkaw, known 
as ‘The Lek’, embarked on his 
Muay Thai odyssey at just 
six-years of age. Now, aged 
eight and with 20 fights under 
his young belt, he is aiming 
to further progress his dream 
of one day becoming a Muay 
Thai champion.

He is certainly in good 
hands and his mentor should 
very much be able to help 
guide him closer to his goal. 
The Lek trains at Revolution 
Muay Thai Phuket gym under 
the expert tutorship of former 
Muay Thai star Sagadpet, the 
former champion of Thailand, 

Lumpini and Rajadamnern.
The Lek has predomi-

nantly fought his matches in 
the South of Thailand and 
has managed to rise very 
quickly to the top ranked place 
regionally.

 Recently he impressed 
with a great victory over Kam-
pan of Sathian Muay Thai 
Gym, a fight that was aired on 
True4 on Petchyindee Promo-
tions’ Muay Mun Wan Suk 
show. Muay Mun Wan Suk 
is a hybrid Muay Thai show 
aired every Friday in Bangkok 
showcasing Thailand’s top 
Muay Thai fighters.

The Lek is due to compete 
regularly on the show at Rangsit 
Stadium and will be in action 
again in December alongside 
teammate and ONE Champion-
ship fighter Felipe Lobo.

Not just one for the future 
but one very much for the here 
and now. The Phuket News

Romain Grosjean’s burning car after the horror smash on lap one of  
the Bahrain GP last Sunday (Nov 29). Photo: AFP

Roy Jones Jr. and Mike Tyson celebrate 
their split draw during their bout at the 
Staples Center in Los Angeles. Photo: AFP

Tyson returns to ring aged 54 
in amicable draw with Jones Jr
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